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ABSTRACT 

The following study intends, among other subjects, to 
show the extemporaneity, felt by those familiar with the 
sciences and immune to credulity, of the fact that God 
appeared on Earth, in the 20th and 21st centuries, in 
the figure of Sathya Sai Baba, just like his devotees 
considered him, two epochs whose science reached its 
apogee in the history of human culture, in such a way 
that we can say that these are the eras of consolidation 
of scientific and technological culture, never reached 
before, but the god who emerges in the 20th century is 
of blatant scientific unpreparedness. 

KEYWORDS: Sathya Sai Baba, Divine Incarnation, 
Avatar, Prasanthi Nilayam, Materialization. 


CONTENTS 


First Part 


1.1. Introduction 05 

1.2. His Life 09 

1.3. School Dissident God 17 
1.4. Infarted God 19 

1.5.God Wrong in Prediction 20 
1.6.Paedophile God 24 
1.7.Sathya Sai Baba, an Untouchable 24 
1.8. Prestidigitator God 31 
1.9.Wheelchair God 35 
1.10.Ufanist God 35 
1.11.Billionaire God 40 


Second Part 


2.1. Introduction 42 

2.2. His ignorance about History 44 

2.3. His Ignorance about Astronomy 54 

2.4. His Ignorance about Cosmology 65 

2.5. His Ignorance about Evolution 68 

2.6. His Ignorance about Cognition 72 

2.7. His Ignorance about Emanation 75 

2.8. His Ignorance about Sanskrit Etymology 78 
2.9. Conclusion 79 


Works Consulted 84 


First Part 


1.1. Introduction 


Although almost all religions are based on 
belief, for someone who has practiced different religions 
and lived with heterogeneous disciples, it is possible to 
notice the difference in the degree of credulity of 
devotees from one to the other. Although all followers 
are believers, it is noticeable that, in some, the devotees 
are more credulous than in others. So credulity is not a 
uniformity among followers in all religions based on 
belief. So, when we meet and live with believers of 
different religions, it is curious to note how much the 
devotees of the Indian saint Sathya Sai Baba (1926- 
2011)' surpass other believers in terms of credulity. 
Perhaps they are the most gullible devotees who ever 
lived. Sathya Sai Baba was able to spread an epidemic 
of gullibility throughout the world, to an extent that other 
leaders were unable to achieve. He managed to 
persuade even prime ministers, presidents, jurists, 
scientists, artists, sportsmen, academics, _ etc. 
(PALMER, 2005: 98). The delusions of some of his 
most dazzled devotees are psychotic, they considered 


1 The date of his birth on November 23, 1926 is controversial, 
as well as his death on April 24, 2011 is suspicious, since 
there is suspicion that he was already dead a few days 
before, but his death was only announced on April 24, in 
order to coincide with Easter Sunday, and thus create a link 
between him and Jesus. His embalming coffin was ordered 
14 days before his announced date of death (see: PRIDDY, 
2015). 


him, and many still consider him, as God or, at least, as 
a avatar (divine incarnation). L. Enrique Marquez 
assessed him as a megalomaniac: “He never intended 
to be an intermediary of the Almighty, nor a prophet, or 
his sent son, much less a chosen one or a simple 
servant. He is (was),? nothing more and nothing less, 
than God himself, whom all religions attempt to reveal.” 
And then he mentioned Sai Baba's justification for his 
exceptional nature: “If | had come as a mere man, they 
would not have respected my teachings, nor would they 
have practiced them for their own good. So | came in 
this human form, with supernatural powers and wisdom” 
(MARQUEZ, 2000: 42-3). Chris Dokter assessed that 
“Sathya Sai Baba is (was) probably the most successful 
arch-deceiver in recent history. He is (was) also one of 
the most prolific sexual molesters of boys and young 
people” (DOKTER, 2023). 

Therefore, the following study intends to show 
the extemporaneity, felt by those familiar with the 
sciences and immune to credulity, of the fact that God 
appeared on Earth, in the 20th and 21st centuries, two 
epochs whose science reached its peak in the history of 
human culture, in such a way that we can say that these 
are the eras of consolidation of scientific and 
technological culture, never achieved before, but the 
god that emerges in the 20th century is of a flagrant 
scientific lack of preparation. So, we are led to question 
whether God does not know the history of humanity's 
cultural evolution, and that is why he sent an avatar 
(divine incarnation) who is culturally outdated and has 
poor scientific knowledge. As well as questioning 


* This article was written before Sathya Sai Baba's death 
announced on April 24, 2011. 


whether in such a flourishing time of scientific and 
technological knowledge, the advancement achieved by 
current scientificity deserved an incarnated god with 
such precarious scientific knowledge. Well, Science and 
Technology are the two most successful endeavours in 
the history of human culture. Could it be that God was 
not aware of this progress, and that is why he sent 
someone unprepared? 

Strictly speaking, what Sai Baba did was to re- 
enchant life and the world, taking culture back to the 
Middle Ages and Antiquity. The enchanted world is one 
in which everything happens through a magical 
phenomenon or by divine will. So, when we live in an 
enchanted world, as in the past, myth, magic, divine 
underlay and superstition overwhelm the investigation of 
reality, then reality is what the believer believes, and not 
what it actually is. Sathya Sai Baba's most dazzled 
devotees lived, and some still live, in an enchanted 
parallel world. In a psychotic world like this, one can 
even believe that the day dawns because the rooster 
crows (just one correlation), such as the well-known 
example of cum hoc ergo propter hoc (with this, 
therefore, because of this, which identifies and confuses 
the correlation with the causality between two 
phenomena, that is, not always a phenomenon 
correlated with another is the cause of this another), 
and not due to the rotational movement of the Earth (an 
astronomical cause). Therefore, for the dazzled 
devotee, who lives in this enchanted world, the truth is 
what he believes, and not what reality truly is. So, if a 
delusional devotee believes that 2 + 2 = 5, this is not 
mathematical ignorance, but rather because others are 
not capable of understanding the mysteries of divine 
interference in the world, due to their limited human 


intelligence, because even emitting scientific nonsense, 
god is never wrong. As a result, science is less 
important than belief. So, the truth is what is believed. In 
the past, almost everyone did not believe that the Earth 
revolved around the Sun, therefore, for many, it was not 
a reality, but when Copernicus overturned geocentrism, 
proving that it is the Earth that revolves around the Sun, 
almost everyone then began to believe that the Earth 
revolved around the Sun, that is, believe in 
heliocentrism, then the phenomenon became a truth. 
Since its emergence, the Earth has always revolved 
around the Sun. This is an example of how reality does 
not depend on belief, reality is what it is, regardless of 
whether you believe it or not, because reality is a fact 
and not a belief. 

Sai Baba's divinity is in proportion to the 
gullibility of his devotees, that is, the more gullible the 
devotee, the more divine Sai Baba is. Outside of 
credulity, Sai Baba was as human and vulnerable as 
any other citizen of the world. The misfortunes in his life 
(stroke, heart attacks, accident, paralysis, sudden 
weight loss [up to 30 kg], scandals, denunciations, etc.) 
are examples of his human vulnerability and divine 
absence in him. So there is a nuance among devotees, 
which ranges from the dazzled devotees, who believe 
that Sai Baba was god, or the incarnation of god 
himself, the moderate ones who believe that he was just 
a divine man, to the more prudent who believe he was 
just a spiritual man. His popularity grew to the point that 
he was considered, by many statistics, as the most 
successful saint-god in India, especially among English 
speakers and religious people from the middle and 
upper classes. Consequently, he received frequent 
accusations of favouring only the rich and powerful, as 


well as having many detractors, being repeatedly 
accused of committing fraud. Even so, “it justifies 
ranking him among the most important religious 
personalities of modern India” (BABB, 1991: 160). He 
was a Saint of the jet age, so he was often seen in cars 
and on planes, traveling to meet his many followers 
across the Indian continent. Lawrence A. Babb called 
his style this: “a stunning display of modernized 
holiness” (BABB, 1991: 160). What helped greatly in the 
rapid and extensive growth of the popularity of the Sai 
Baba Movement was the propagandist impetus of his 
fanatic devotees. 

An observation from someone who attended 
services of different religions for many years, but was 
able to maintain a critical mind, is the fact that, over 
time, this practitioner gets tired of hearing reports and 
reports of miracles and healings. However, no 
exceptionality happens in his presence, leaving him with 
the idea that everything that happens, in fact, is natural 
and human. This experience of disappointment in 
coexistence with the circles of Sai Baba's devotees was 
no different, pointing to the suspicion of how much 
delusion could be involved, or could still be involved 
today, in the testimony of his dazzled and fanaticized 
devotees. 


1.2. His Life 


A biography of his life and modus vivendi written 
by a close devotee does not exist. All we have of 
accounts of his life are hagiographic flattery, therefore 
impossible to place him within history (BABB, 1991: 
161; PALMER, 2005: 99 and SRINIVAS, 2013: 626). “... 
reports from devotees construct a complete and 
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complex mythical biography for him” (SRINIVAS, 2013: 
626). The number of biographies written by his dazzled 
devotees is large, according to Tulasi Srinivas: “Sathya 
Sai Baba has been the subject of a number of 
biographies (342 to date). All records of his early life 
have been effectively erased, so hagiography is his 
biography. No record of his birth exists and the house 
where he was born was replaced by a temple to the god 
Shiva. His mother and father passed away a long time 
ago. His sisters live in Puttaparthi and are close to him, 
so they do not speak to people outside the Movement” 
(SRINIVAS, 2013: 626). Lawrence A. Babb has 
observed: “the writings of his personal biography and 
way of life are buried beneath layer after layer of 
hagiography (...) no objective account of Sathya Sai 
Baba's life was written by anyone close to him. (BABB, 
1991: 161). “The observer can only know it through the 
eyes of the followers” (PALMER, 2005: 98). Even more 
delusional are the mythological accounts of his first 
years of life, almost everything escapes from history, 
with few inclusions of true facts (the most read 
mythologies, confused with history by their devotees, 
are: KASTURI, 2008: vols. |, Il, Ill and IV; and 
NARASIMHAMURTHY, 2008, vol. Fictionality is such 
that “no supposedly real Sathya Sai Baba can be more 
real than a character imagined in fiction. All that is 
available are his public superficialities, his person as 
formally presented as an object for the devotional 
attitudes of his followers. But, the humanly real Sathya 
Sai Baba is not of the greatest interest in any case” 
(BABB, 1991: 161-2). The flattery is so great that Norris 
W. Palmer assessed that “hagiographic flattery has 
never been so complete”, that is, it is difficult to find a 
religious person more flattered than Sathya Sai Baba. 
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Then, he spoke of “the impenetrability of knowing the 
real life of Sai Baba” (PALMER, 2005: 99). 

Objective and impartial information about his life 
is only possible to find from the moment Sai Baba 
acquired national and international fame, as a result of 
which he was the subject of news and reports in 
newspapers, magazines, documentaries, interviews 
and, most recently at Webb. Before this time, everything 
is mythology or information from star-struck devotees, 
with very little that can be extracted as_ history. 
Therefore, the most we can extract from the available 
materials written by his devotees consists of a core of a 
few historical facts surrounded by a much larger portion 
of elaborations. Therefore, reliability for a historian or 
biographer is minimal. Finally, everything that was 
written by his devotees about his life was done with the 
purpose of awakening devotion in readers or increasing 
devotion in already followers. For, in the view of his 
entourage, “the most interesting Sathya Sai Baba, and 
in a sense the most real too, is the one who is 
worshiped by his devotees (BABB, 1991: 162), since he 
was not a human being, but rather a divine incarnation 
(avatar), or even god himself. Therefore, the 
extravagances of hagiography are not an impediment to 
knowing who Sai Baba was, but, on the contrary, an 
important help to discover who he was. 

As seen from the perspective of his devotees, 
everything in his life was marked by signs, omens, 
magic, predestinations and the fulfilment of prophecies. 
Sai Baba's every movement was interpreted as highly 
significant and supernatural. From the small historical 
core of his early life, it is possible to extract that he was 
born on November 23, 1926 (KASTURI, 2008: vol. |, 10 
and MARQUEZ, 2000: 42), with the baptismal name of 
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Ratnakaram Satyanarayana Raju, He was the youngest 
of four children in the village of Puttaparthi in the 
southern Indian state of Andhra Pradesh. The 
mythological version of his life reports that his birth was 
surrounded by miracles. The strings of a tambara 
(musical instrument), which was hanging on the wall of 
the house, were ripped off by a magical force, right 
before his birth, and a mysterious serpent appeared 
under the new-born child's cradle (a fact that proves the 
insecurity of the house where he was born), suggesting 
the Hindu symbol of the serpent-shaped bed (Sesha) of 
the god Vishnu (KASTURI, 2008: vol. I, 10). Also, that 
during his childhood, he exhibited many signs of his 
very special personality. He was unusually intelligent, 
although “there is no evidence that he ever 
distinguished himself as a good student. During his 
school years, his main interests appear to have been 
singing Bajans (devotional songs) and acting in dramas 
of traditional Indian culture” (BABB, 1991: 162-3). This 
may be the reason for his rudimentary schooling. The 
sources of Sathya Sai Baba's magical abilities were 
pointed out by L. Enrique Marquez due to his 
involvement, since childhood, with magic, as he “not 
only knew magic games, but also ventriloquism? and 
Chinese shadows.* As if that were not enough, his 
paternal uncle was a magician and may have also 


3 The ability to speak by moving your lips very little, used in 
theatres with puppets, in order to appear as if the characters 
are speaking. 


4 Shadow theatre with the hands, with the intention of 
projecting figures that look like characters from the play onto 
a screen ora light wall. 
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learned something from him’ (MARQUEZ, 2000: 43). 
These magical abilities may have enabled him to 
perform magic tricks that seemed like miracles in the 
future. 

A great change happened in his life, when in 
March 1940, at just thirteen years old, he was stung by 
a scorpion, “although no scorpion or snake was found” 
(PALMER, 2005: 100; Sai Baba himself confessed that 
there was no scorpion in a February 23, 1958 speech: 
“in fact, there was no scorpion at all”), and began to 
freak out (another example of careless housekeeping). 
He recovered quickly, but then began to behave very 
strangely. Long periods of silence gave way to crying, 
laughing, and fainting, as well as interests in singing 
and reciting scripture. Doctors were unable to solve the 
problem, so exorcism was used (a sign of the high 
degree of superstition in the local culture), but without 
success. Finally, one morning in May 1940, he got up 
and began materializing objects for family members and 
neighbours. His father was called, thinking that it was 
the work of the devil, and threatened Sai Baba with a 
stick. Then Satyanarayana (the future Sathya Sai Baba) 
revealed himself: “| am Sai Baba, | belong to the 
Apastamba Sitra (a set of codes of religious laws of the 
Hindus — identification with this code of laws does not 
make much sense), | am of the lineage of sage 
Bharadwaja®. | am Sai Baba, | have come to remove all 
his problems, keep the house clean and pure. This was 
the first time that Satyanarayana Raju (the future 
Sathya Sai Baba) explicitly declared his true identity” 
(BABB, 1991: 163). L. Enrique Marquez evaluated this 


5 The reference is obscure, since there were many 
Bharadwajas in Hinduism (see: BABB, 1991: 163n4). 
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experience as a ‘“hysterical-compulsive delirium” 
(MARQUEZ, 2000: 42). On October 20, 1940, he 
decided: “I am leaving, | do not belong to you. Maya 
(illusion) is gone. My bhaktas (devotees) cannot wait 
any longer”, so he left his home (SRINIVAS, 2013: 627). 

This identification with Sai Baba revealed by 
Satyanaraya Raju (future Sathya Sai Baba) refers to the 
austere and reclusive saint, with many followers in the 
state of Maharastra, who became known by the name of 
Shirdi Sai Baba (or Sai Baba of Shirdi), as he lived in 
the then village of Shirdi, south of Mumbai (MARQUEZ, 
2000: 42). A saint who was the son of Brahmin parents, 
but was raised by a Muslim fakir, lived almost his entire 
life in an abandoned mosque, after being expelled from 
a Hindu temple, therefore a very different lifestyle from 
Sathya Sai Baba's comfortable and luxurious life. Then, 
this mosque was transformed into a temple, which is 
currently visited by devotees. He died in 1918 (BABB, 
1991: 164). His teachings are a meeting of Hindu and 
Muslim ideas. 

In October 1940, at almost 14 years of age, 
Sathya Sai Baba decided to leave his home to dedicate 
himself exclusively to his predestined divine mission 
and, with that, he began to accept followers. He 
claimed, until the end of his life, that he was the 
reincarnation of Shirdi Sai Baba, so he worshiped him 
and paid him many tributes. Some examples were the 
supposed miracles of materialization of objects with the 
image of Shirdi Sai Baba. However, not all devotees of 
Shirdi Sai Baba accepted or accept that Sathya Sai 
Baba is the reincarnation of Shirdi Sai Baba 
(MARQUEZ, 2000: 42), which is why they call the latter 
“The True Sai Baba’. . A police officer, who was a 
devotee of Shirdi Sai Baba, well versed in the tradition 
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of this reclusive saint, upon learning of Satyanarayana's 
statement that he was the reincarnation of the saint of 
Shirdi, assessed it as a clear case of mental 
derangement and then, advised his family to take 
Sathya to hospital (PALMER, 2005: 100). Despite the 
disagreement of many, Sathya Sai Baba insisted on this 
fact for the rest of his life. 

Then, in 1963, he made another stunning 
revelation, claiming that he was not only the 
reincarnation of Shirdi Sai Baba, but also an avatar of 
the god Shiva and, as an avatar, Shiva himself 
(PALMER, 2005: 101). According to him, three Sai 
Babas will appear in this world, the first was Shirdi Sai 
Baba as the incarnation of Shiva alone; the second him, 
Sathya Sai Baba, as the incarnation of Shiva and Shakti 
together, and the third will be Prema Sai Baba as the 
incarnation of Shakti alone (BABB, 1991: 165-6 and 
PALMER, 2005: 101), that is, he was a more complete 
divine incarnation than the other two, as he brought 
together Shiva and Shakti. He was the divinity of all 
religions, he was not seen, by his fascinated devotees, 
as just a divine presence, he was the divine presence, 
he was the God-man, the infinite divinity, therefore 
omnipresent, omnipotent and omniscient. Therefore, he 
knew everything about each of us, including what each 
one needed. Therefore, whenever Sai Baba seemed 
wrong or malevolent, it was we, with our limited 
understanding, who were not able to understand his 
transcendence. 

At the time, when Sai Baba was still alive, his 
amazed devotees said that if one looked closely at the 
life and works of Sai Baba with an open heart and an 
open mind, then only one conclusion would be possible: 
Sai Baba was divine, that is, omniscient, omnipresent, 
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omnipotent and, most importantly, he was all-loving. 
Well, the suggestion that we should “look and listen to 
religious preaching with an open mind and heart,” is an 
argument that was not only preached by Sai Baba's 
devotees, but was, and still is, common in sermons and 
propaganda of many proselytizing religions. From the 
perspective of the Psychology of Persuasion, what the 
preachers and propagandists of religion are meaning by 
“looking closely at the life and works of Sai Baba with an 
open heart and an open mind” is an opening for the 
penetration of persuasion and influence on the observer 
or reader. The more one opens the mind to a 
persuasive message, without first investigating and 
reflecting on it, the more vulnerable the observer, 
listener or reader becomes. For preachers and 
propagandists, this openness is interesting, as_ it 
facilitates the penetrability of the message to the 
observer, listener and reader. So, those who open their 
minds the most are the ones who are most easily and 
strongly persuaded and suggested. This openness is 
why fascinated religious people fail to see the effect of 
persuasion on their minds. To understand this 
penetration of persuasion and suggestion, the believer 
or devotee must develop an introspection capable of 
perceiving the mechanism of vulnerability to persuasion 
in their mind, in order to then recognize the effect of 
persuasion and fascination on themselves. Therefore, 
one piece of advice would be that instead of practicing 
the usual reflection on the preaching message, or being 
fascinated by the incantations, believers and devotees 
should practice introspection, in order to develop 
insight® and then perceive the effect of persuasion, 


5 In the psychological sense of someone's ability to recognize 
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suggestion and fascination on their minds and 
behaviours. 

Then, from the 1970s, Sathya Sai Baba became 
better known nationally, then internationally, with this it 
was possible to find information from sources outside 
the propaganda of his dazzled devotees, through the 
press and neutral authors, which showed us that his life 
was not so wonderfully mythological, as some 
misfortunes occurred to him and the signs of fraud 
grew. Therefore, despite the enormous amount of 
flattering writings, which may not reproduce reality, we 
are able, from that decade onwards, to take advantage 
of reports from sources outside the followers’ laudatory 
version, to then elaborate a more complete and more 
realistic picture of the your life, your personality and 
your character. 


1.3. School Dissident God 


Although he was praised by his hagiographers 
as “unusually intelligent” as well as “intellectually gifted,” 
he was apparently not a brilliant student. More than 
focusing on school lessons, he turned his interests and 
energies in directions that transformed him into a child 
guru. He was, according to fawning accounts, very 
interested and apparently skilled in singing and 
composing devotional songs (bhajans), acting in plays 
from Hindu mythology, and playfully materializing 


the deformations that their thoughts and feelings introduce 
into reality, that is, it is someone's ability to objectively 
evaluate their own behaviour, through self-observation. In 
popular language, something like “turning on the suspicion 
meter”. 
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objects for his friends (most likely magic tricks). 
Because, in addition to studying in a deprived school in 
the far reaches of southern India in the first half of the 
20th century, he left school prematurely at the age of 
thirteen to fulfil his divine mission, so here are two 
proofs of his educational incompleteness. 

If Sathya Sai Baba were to take the PISA 
(Programme for International Student Assessment) 
exam, the result would certainly place him among the 
worst, since he left school as a teenager, studied at a 
rustic school in a then a backward Indian village, in the 
first half of the 20th century, which prevented him from 
advancing in his studies and even attending university. 
Michelle Goldberg defined the state (Andhra Pradesh) 
where Sai Baba was born and studied as follows: “...a 
desperately poor state in a desperately poor country” 
(GOLBERG, 2001). The scientific absurdities said later 
by Sai Baba, during his adult life, present in his 
speeches and in the books he authored, reveal his 
educational precariousness. As we will see in the pages 
below, the curious thing is that, even in the following 
editions of these texts, the scientific and historical 
absurdities were not removed or corrected. After all, 
who dares to correct what God said or wrote? 

Teaching through simple words that are 
understandable to everyone, as Sai Baba did, is one 
thing, however, teaching historical anachronisms and 
scientific absurdities due to ignorance of the subjects is 
very different. When you don't know a topic, the most 
prudent thing is to omit information and opinions. 
Because, it is possible to write with simplicity of 
understanding without making serious scientific errors, 
as many authors and speakers did and still do. 
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Simplicity in communication is not the same as thematic 
ignorance. 


1.4. Infarcted God 


If you think that god is not subject to stroke and 
heart attack, then you are mistaken, as_ these 
misfortunes happened even to the incarnated god 
Sathya Sai Baba. In 1963, he suffered a stroke and four 
heart attacks, which left him temporarily paralyzed on 
one side of his body. Lawrence W. Babb described the 
tragedy thus: “On the morning of June 29, 1963, while 
at the ashram, Sathya Sai Baba had another seizure. A 
witness, his close assistant, N. Kasturi, described it this 
way: His face contracted and the muscles dragged his 
mouth to the left... his tongue relaxed. The left eye 
seemed to have lost its vision. A doctor, who was called 
to the scene, diagnosed the illness as tubercular 
meningitis. The stricken saint was in what appeared to 
be a coma for some time, although there were times 
when he was at least conscious enough of his 
surroundings to refuse injections and communicate with 
his afflicted devotees through gestures and a few 
slurred words. , 1991: 165). 

Now, the dramatic thing was that, sometime 
later, certainly when he had already recovered, he 
called for a spectacular event, in which he, in front of 
thousands of people, gathered at his headquarters in 
Prashanti Nilayam, who were praying for his recovery, 
carried out through a miraculous performance of his 
own healing from paralysis in front of that crowd. A 
moving but certainly fraudulent spectacle of healing. 
After these occurrences, he gave speeches advising 
devotees on how to prevent heart attacks. What we 
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extract from this experience above is that it could be a 
consolation for humans who had a heart attack, since 
even God is subject to a heart attack. 


1.5. God Wrong in Prediction 


If the prophets make mistakes in_ their 
prophecies, it would be expected that, at least, God 
would not make mistakes, as he is omniscient. 
However, God is also prone to making mistakes in his 
predictions, as this is what happened to Sathya Sai 
Baba, who once prophesied that he would “die at the 
age of 96, but his body will remain young by then” 
(BABB, 1991: 166 and Palmer 2005: 101). However, 
what happened at the end of Sathya Sai Baba's life was 
very different from what was prophesied. First, he did 
not die at the age of 96, but at the age of 84, on April 
24, 2011, therefore, 12 years before the prophesied 
age. Secondly, his body was not young at the time of 
his death, on the contrary, he was aged, with less hair 
and moving around using a wheelchair, due to an 
accident in 2003, when he fractured his spine and 
became paralyzed, as it is possible to confirm this in 
photos and videos from the last years of his life. 

To justify this prophetic mistake, Sai Baba's 
followers immediately sought an explanation. Sri Philip 
M. Prasad justified it thus: “What Baba predicted was 
actually correct. According to the Roman calendar, he 
turned 85 years old.’ But, it may be noted that generally 
in all of Baba's discourses, Baba referred to the stellar 


7 He was born on November 23, 1926 and died on April 24, 
2011, so he had not yet turned 85, but he was still 84 years 
old at the time of his death. 
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(lunar) criterion in calculations. In Indian astrology there 
are 27 stars in a month, starting with Aswathy and 
ending with Rewathy. Consequently, a 12-month year is 
made up of 324 days. Sai Baba was born on November 
23, 1926. From that day until the day of his death on 
April 24, 2011 there were a total of 33,899 days. If this 
is divided by 324, we arrive at 95 years and 54 days. 
Consequently, by the stellar (lunar) criterion of 
calculation, he was in his 96th year, having completed 
54 days when he left his physical body” (Malayalam 
Dairly, India, April 25, 2011). 

First, it is necessary to clarify that the calendar 
year can be different from the astronomical year, so the 
concept of year in the calendar and in astronomy is 
different. Strictly speaking, there is no astronomical year 
with 324 days, as in the lunar calendar, as the Earth 
takes 365 days, 5 hours and 48 minutes® to make a 
complete orbit around the Sun, at a speed of 107 
thousand km/h. Therefore, the solar calendars 
(Gregorian and Julian) are more astronomically 
accurate. Lunar calendars were created at a time when 
there was rudimentary astronomical knowledge, hence 
the inaccuracy. 

Since Sai Baba's dazzled disciples never verify 
the veracity of their divine guru's preachings, Robert 
Priddy checked and found that as to the justification that 
“generally in all of Baba's discourses, Baba referred to 
the star (lunar) criterion. in the calculations", Priddy 
contested that this explanation, on the contrary, does 
not correspond to the calculations used in Sai Baba's 


8 Due to the excess 5 hours and 48 minutes, it is necessary to 
correct the solar calendar every 4 years, so, to this end, the 
leap year was created, with 29 days in February. 
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speeches, by demonstrating that he referred to the solar 
calendar, and not the lunar,° in the calculations of his 
age and his death . He assured that “there are no 
speeches published anywhere where he used any 
system of calculation based on lunar months or years” 
(PRIDDY, 2011b). See the following evidence based on 
the speeches: 

“| will be in this mortal form for another 59 years 
and | will certainly achieve the goal of this avatar,'° do 
not doubt it” (Speech of 29.09.1960), therefore, 1960 + 
59 = 2019, this is the year he predicted for his death in 
this speech, through the solar calendar, more precisely, 
the Gregorian calendar, so if he was 36 years old in 
1960 (36 + 59 = 95), then he predicted that he would die 
at 95 years old, but he died at 84 years old. If calculated 
on the lunar calendar of 324 days in the year, he would 
be approximately 42 years old, instead of 36 years 
calculated on the Gregorian calendar. 

“| will be in this body for another 58 years, | 
have already assured you of this” (speech of 
21.19.1961), he also predicted that he would die in 
2019, at the age of 95, Gregorian calendar. (Speech of 
11/23/1990 — his birthday), therefore 1990 — 1926 = 64 
years, that is, he used the solar calendar (Gregorian) to 
calculate his age. 


° Furthermore, there are differences whose passage of time 
accumulates great differences between the various 
astronomical lunar months: the anomalistic month = 25.5 
days; the sidereal month = 27.3 days; the tropical month = 
27.3 days; the diachronic month = 27.2 days and the synodic 
month = 29.5 days. Therefore, each lunar calendar uses a 
different lunar year, resulting in differences between the 
many lunar calendars used in different regions of India. 

10 Referring to himself as an avatar (divine incarnation). 
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“This body is now 67 years old” (Speech of 
07/03/1993), 1993 - 1926 = 67, strictly speaking, he 
was still 66 years old, since his birthday had not 
reached on November 23, 1993. He used, once again, 
the solar calendar, more precisely, the Gregorian 
calendar. 

“The body (of the Swami)'' will complete its 
70th year on the 23rd”'2 (Discourse of 17.11.1995), 
1995 — 1926 = 69, the calculation of his age differs by 
one year, as in 1996 he would have turned 69 years old, 
and not 70 years. If Sai Baba was calculating his age 
using the lunar calendar of 324 days in a year, he would 
have to say that he was approximately 76 years old, not 
69 years old. 

“lam 73 years old, my legs, my hands, my eyes 
are in perfect condition” (Speech of 11/24/1998), 1998 — 
1926 = 72, once again the calculation of your age differs 
by one year, if it were according to the lunar calendar, 
he would have been approximately 80 years old at that 
time. 

“Today marks the 75th year of the Coming of 
this body” (Speech of 23.11.2000), 2000 - 1926 = 74, 
once again the difference of one year, if it were based 
on the lunar calendar of 324 days in the year, it would 
have approximately 82 years of age at that time 
(PRIDDY, 2011b). 

Perhaps the difference of one year in the 
calculations in the later discourses is the discovery by 
Sai Baba, already in his middle age that he was born in 


4 Giving himself the title of Swami. 
22 Date of his birthday. 
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the year 1925, and not in 1926.'° Due to the 
precariousness of the village where he was born, delays 
in registering a child and discrepancies in the date of 
birth are very possible, as well as a frequent occurrence 
in the past in poor places. Furthermore, what is even 
more complicated, the date of his birth in school records 
does not coincide with the date in other sources. Robert 
Priddy concluded that “one should not let it pass without 
mentioning at least that Sathya Sai Baba celebrated his 
birthdays, from a young age, according to the solar 
calendar. He provides solar calendar dates for various 
events in his speeches, and no one ever mentioned that 
he calculated anything in lunar years throughout his life” 
(PRIDDY, 2011b). Only when the problem of Sai Baba's 
mistaken prediction occurred did this argument of 
calculation through the lunar calendar come to light (for 
further details, see: PRIDDY, 2011a and 2011b). 


1.6. Paedophile God 


Although always denied by his followers and his 
lawyers, Sathya Sai Baba accumulated a mountain of 
accusations of sexual abuse of young people, almost 
entirely of boys and young men. Some accusations 
turned into police complaints and legal actions, but they 
never progressed through Indian justice, due to Sai 
Baba's untouchability, since he had strong ties of 
friendship and admiration with the powerful in India 
(judges, governors, jurists, celebrities and even prime 


13 His most widely read hagiography, Sathyam Sivam 
Sundaram: the Life of Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba vol |, p. 
10, by N. Kasturi, mentions the date of November 23, 1926 
for his birth (KASTURI, 2008: vol. |, 10). 
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minister)'*. The actions against Sai Baba never went 
ahead, they all came up against a wall of obstruction, 
despite many of them pointing to strong signs, with clear 
proof of crime. Of all the crimes accused against Sai 
Baba brought to justice, the most frequent were sexual 
abuse of young people. However, none resulted in 
conviction. When we analyse both sides, that is, the 
victims' accusations and the defence of Sai Baba's 
devotees, it is impossible not to notice that many of the 
victims' testimonies are credible. However, Sathya Sai 
Baba was an untouchable, immune to any incrimination. 
For devotees, these accusations are slander (DATTA, 
2004). Norris W. Palmer added, “he is also (was) 
instrumental to many politicians in getting votes. Baba is 
(was) therefore largely left immune by the government 
and therefore relatively free from prosecution for any 
alleged crimes reported via the Internet, which has the 
dual effect of leaving his detractors angry, with the lack 
of due process, and its proponents angered by the 
baseless defamation without recourse (PALMER, 2005: 
119). 

The Sathya Sai Baba Movement has had many 
important dissidents over the years, information that is 
obviously omitted by devotees. The most frequent 
allegations made by the latter in cases of dissents are 
the fact that they are disgruntled former members, who 
did not have the opportunity for even a private interview 
with Sai Baba, either because they did not have the 
grace to witness a miracle, or because they were not 
chosen . However, when we look at the histories and 


4 Eormer Prime Minister of India, Atal Behari Vajpayee once 
said that “the attacks on Sai Baba are savage, reckless and 
invented” (DATTA, 2004). 
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careers of these dissidents, what we find is that many of 
them were important members within the Organization, 
occupying high-ranking and even prominent official 
positions. Meet some of them: Robert Priddy (director of 
the organization in Norway for many years), Barry 
Pittard (taught English for over two years at Sathya Sai 
Baba College in Whitefield), David Bailey (classical 
pianist who taught music at Sathya Sai Baba Colleges), 
Timothy Conway, a follower of Sai Baba until 2001, 
Glen Meloy, Hari Sampath, Serguei Badaev and others, 
all highly educated and dedicated, important Indian 
critics such as Basava Premanand (1939-2009), a 
former devotee who later became a leader within the 
Indian Rationalist Society. Or women like the American 
psychologist Shirley Pike, the Dutch academic 
Alexandra Nagel, Faye Bailey, editor of the Sai Baba 
Mission magazine The Quarterly for many years, the 
Swedish Asa Samsioe or the American Eileen Weed, 
who lived almost her entire life adult life in Puttaparthi, 
not as a typical Western devotee, but uniquely 
integrated into the local Indian community, speaking 
Telugu fluently and caring for Sathya Sai Baba's two 
sisters, Venkamma and Parvatamma, over the years. 
Her publicly accessible diaries and online interviews are 
an invaluable resource for uncovering the truth. 

The first widely known allegation of sexual 
abuse was that made by former devotee, Tal Brooke, in 
his book “Lord of the Air Tales of a Modern Antichrist”, 
first edition 1976, later dozens of new complaints were 
published in the following years. L. Enrique Marquez 
reproduced some excerpts from Tal Brooke's account: 
“Baba hugged me again, squeezing me tighter... Baba's 
agitated pelvis stopped. Suddenly, a hand opened my 
fly and reached inside... Baba's hips began to move as 
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his hand squeezed me. Baba's breathing became more 
rapid and laboured. The agitation continued and Baba 
showed all the signs of desire” (MARQUEZ, 2000: 42). 

The stories about Sai Baba's sexual misconduct 
are all remarkably similar. “During my ‘private 
audiences’ with Sai Baba, Sai Baba used to touch my 
private parts and massage them regularly, indicating 
that this was for spiritual purposes,” wrote Dutchman 
Hans de Kraker in a letter sent to French journalist 
Virginie Saurel. In December 1996, when de Kraker was 
24, Sai Baba allegedly asked him to perform oral sex: 
"He grabbed my head and pushed it into the groin area. 
He made moans," de Kraker wrote. "As soon as he took 
the pressure off my head and | lifted my head, Sai Baba 
lifted his robe and presented me with a semi-erect 
member, saying that this was my chance for good luck, 
and thrust his hips towards my face.” When de Kraker 
reported to others what had happened, he was expelled 
from the ashram. American Jed Geyerhahn, who was 
16 when Sai Baba began approaching him, echoes 
Kraker's account: "Each time | saw Baba, his hand 
gradually made more prominent connections with my 
groin." The stories are infinite and infinitely similar, 
involving mainly boys and men from their teens to their 
early 20s (GOLDBERG, 2001). 

There were so many cases of accusations of 
sexual molestation that it was possible to develop 
classifications of the types of cases, as well as 
classifications of the types of molested individuals. So, 
Chris Dokter, taking advantage of Timothy Conway's 
classification of the different ways in which Sathya Sai 
Baba's sexual abuse occurred, listed the following types 
of sexual molestation cases, mostly involving young 
people aged 14 to 18: 


28 


1. Making the boy/man, without express 
consent, pull down his pants and apply oil to the lower 
part of the abdomen and/or genitals. 

2. Young male Sai Baba devotees, while fully 
clothed, have had their penis or groin area touched, 
played with, caressed, slapped, etc., by Sathya Sai 
Baba, both inside and outside the interview room. 

3. Much less frequently, in the private interview 
room, Sai Baba asked a young man to lower his pants, 
or to undo them himself, and then began to manually 
rub or orally suck the young male's penis. 

4. Also much less frequently, Sathya Sai Baba, 
in the private interview room, exposed his own genitals 
and asked the young male to stroke or suck his erect 
penis. 

5. In several cases, it was alleged that, within 
the private interview room, Sathya Sai Baba kissed a 
young man on the mouth, sometimes for a long period 
of more than 5 seconds, up to 30 seconds or more, 
and/or hugged a young man male close to him for a 
similar period of time. 

Therefore, these practices involved sexual acts 
that, in some cases, led to masturbation, involuntary 
ejaculation and even anal penetration. 

Also, Timothy Conway explained why these 
practices could remain inaudible and invisible to those 
outside the private audience room: curtain, electric 
ceiling fan, ambient ashram noise, turning a blind eye, 
and pretending not to hear (DOKTER, 2023). The most 
frequent excuse for Sai Baba's practices with young 
people is that he did so to awaken Kundalini energy’® in 


15 A supposed latent spiritual energy located at the base of 
the spine, its awakening is targeted by yogis and tantrics. 
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young men (for more details on crimes and immoralities, 
see: BABB, 1991: 157-201; BAILEY The Findings; 
MARQUEZ, 2000: 42-7; GOLDBERG, 2001; PRIDDY, 
2011a and 2011b and DOKTER, 2023). 


1.7. Sathya Sai Baba, an Untouchable 


In the same way as Joao de Deus (John of 
God), a healer in Brazil with international fame, both 
committed sexual abuse, the Brazilian with hundreds of 
women, and the Indian preferred teenage boys and 
young men, but they had different legal consequences. 
Joao de Deus was arrested and sentenced to more than 
a hundred years in prison, solely for sexual crimes, 
while Sai Baba remained legally immune from dozens of 
charges until the end of his life. Also, both were 
shielded by a protection network that immunized them 
from police investigations and legal proceedings. All 
complaints and accusations were not pursued by the 
police or justice. However, with a difference between 
both, Joao de Deus had a judicial immunization scheme 
that was only local, that is, in his small town in the 
interior of Brazil, while Sathya Sai Baba maintained a 
national judicial immunization scheme, whatever the 
location in the country. India, wherever a complaint or 
an accusation arose, he was protected, the investigation 
and the police inquiry did not continue. Sai Baba 
maintained strong bonds of admiration and friendship 
with state governors, judges, parliamentarians, lawyers, 


There is no record, in all yogic and tantric literature that 
anyone had Kundalini energy awakened through touching 
genitals, as the molested people reported. 


30 


prosecutors and even a Prime Minister'®, as being on 
Sai Baba's side was a political and professional 
advantage. 

The reason for the difference in the judicial 
outcome was that, because Joao de Deus maintained a 
corrupt protection network only in his city, then, when a 
powerful Brazilian TV network, TV Globo, through the 
interview program of the prestigious journalist, Pedro 
Bial, when some victims of sexual abuse, by Joao de 
Deus, decided to report the harassment on national 
television network, the local protection scheme 
collapsed and the case became a police issue beyond 
the municipal limits, as he had no protection outside the 
his city, even the Federal Police of Brazil joined the 
investigation. On the other hand, Sai Baba's experience 
was different, because he had national protection, he 
remained immune from police investigations and legal 
proceedings throughout India, as the investigations 
were not completed, therefore it was not possible to 
prosecute him, still less, condemn him. The accusations 
made outside India, by foreigners, had no effect on 
Indian land, so they were harmless (to learn more about 
Sathya Sai Baba's untouchability, see: GOLDBERG, 
2001). 


16 India is a parliamentary republic, a Presidential 


Parliamentarism, where the President is the head of state 
and the Prime Minister is the head of government. 
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1.8. Prestidigitator God 


Another avalanche of accusations against Sai 
Baba was that his phenomena of materialization of 
vibhuti (sacred ash) and other objects (bracelets, 
brooches, rings, necklaces, watches, etc.), seen by his 
dazzled admirers as miracles, were simple tricks of 
magic.'” Dozens of magicians reproduced these false 
miraculous materializations in videos on the Web, 
demonstrating that they were sleight of hand'®. L 
Enrique Marquez explained his success this way, even 
when performing such simple magic tricks, when he 
prepares a convincing mix of magic tricks with religious 
belief: “It is not necessary to be David Copperfield to 
understand the simplicity of his tricks, but the imperative 
need to believe overrode common sense or contrary 
evidence” (MARQUEZ, 2000: 44). That is, when the 
impetus to believe is very strong, even contrary 
evidence does not have the capacity to dissuade the 
believer, as belief is then a compulsion. 

Vibhuti is a sacred grayish powder, used as an 
article in many worship services in Hinduism, which Sai 
Baba made appear, through a magical touch of his 


17 The most active campaign to unmask Sai Baba was carried 
out by Basava Premanand (1930-2009), founder of the 
Federation of Indian Rationalist Associations, he fought a 
difficult struggle to unmask Sai Baba's divinity for over 30 
years. By the time of his death in 2009, he had already 
survived four assassination attempts and bore the scars of 
several savage beatings (DATTA, 2004). 

18 It is the technique of deceiving the spectator with tricks 
that depend especially on the speed and agility of the hands, 
especially the fingers (Latin: digiti), widely used by magicians 
and illusionists. 
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hand, and then gave to his followers for blessing or 
healing purposes. The trick consisted of holding, 
between the bases of the fingers, a small compacted 
lump of this ash, which would then move to the tips of 
the fingers and then crumble it with light pressure, 
something like a small tablet capable of crumbling with 
a simple finger pressure, so that the compressed clump 
of ash cannot be too rigid.'? The small lump of 
compacted ash can be hidden either in the fold formed 
by the union of the thumb and index finger, or in one of 
the two folds that allow the three central fingers (ring, 
middle and index) to join together, or between the 
thumb and index finger. The classic movement that Sai 
Baba performed was, extending his arm with the palm 
down, almost parallel to the ground, rotating his hand in 
a circle quickly and repeatedly. During the spinning, the 
clump of ash moves to the fingertips and crumbles 
between them, thus producing the impression of 
materialization. The compact nature of the ash lump 
allows it to be hidden anywhere and taken at the right 
time to be crumbled. On many occasions, Sai Baba can 
be seen passing the small clod from his left hand to his 
right and then crumbling it. This movement is 
sometimes hidden under the pretext of a letter or 
envelope that he carries in his left hand. Several lumps 
of ash can also be hidden and, while the public's 


12 The making of compressed lumps is common in cooking, 
the best known lump of which is the Sugar Lump, a sweet 
prepared with the help of a mold, which allows the sugar 
lump to be shaped into the desired shape, a heart, a square, 
a star, etc. Therefore, in the same way, it is not difficult to 
prepare a lump of ash using a mold. There are videos on the 
web that teach how to prepare the Sugar Lump using a mold. 
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attention is focused on the hand that is crumbling one of 
them, which resembles a materialization, the other can 
freely pick up a new small lump of ash, still compacted, 
to a second materialization. Crumbling must be done 
slowly and gradually, this will increase the illusion of 
materializing a greater quantity of ash. 

The trick of hiding the lump of ash between the 
fingers was well executed in the eyes of many admirers, 
which is why it deceived millions of people who were 
dazzled by this fraud, but it was not infallible, as it could 
be caught in some videos, when using the zoom feature 
and that of slow display in frame by frame mode. 
Furthermore, what was even worse, it happened that 
sometimes, out of carelessness, Sai Baba dropped the 
fraudulent lump of ash on the ground, which was 
witnessed by some spectators, and even photographed 
and published on the Web. David Bailey confessed that 
it was during the witnessing of one of these small lumps 
of compacted ash falling to the ground, right in front of 
him, that he became suspicious that those 
materializations were magic tricks. There are numerous 
testimonies that Baba dropped lumps of vibuthi in front 
of former devotees, and also that he had, in the private 
interview room, a vibuthi lump “machine” _ that 
compressed the powder with water. Previous 
photographic or video evidence of clods (between 
fingers, etc.) was sparse and not as clear. The video 
that appeared on YouTube dispels all possible doubts 
that he crushed pre-prepared lumps and did not 
materialize them. See two still shots of the clod lying on 
the ground at PRIDDY 2015, as well as other hoax 
photos on this same page. These and others were the 
initial reasons that led the then ancient and dedicated 
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devout couple, David and Faye Bailey,2° very close to 
Sai Baba, to distrust and then begin a systematic 
investigation into the veracity of the miraculous powers. 
The results of this investigation, and other suspected 
crimes and immoralities, were reported in the 
publication “The Findings: Personal Experience” on the 
Web. 

When we follow the successive videos of 
supposed materializations, we are able to see that Sai 
Baba and his assistants followed the publications of 
unmasking videos by his opponents, so, more and 
more, he sought to perform magic tricks in a more 
complex way, that is, with greater difficulty in perceiving 
the fraud, that contested the accusations of the 
accusers. Therefore, it is possible to notice a process of 
improvement in the execution of tricks. For example, in 
2004, the BBC showed a documentary about Sai Baba, 
in which, in one section, he performed a trick of 
materializing a golden Linga that came out of his mouth, 
but the BBC cameraman managed, through a side 
angle, showing in the image that he did not even open 
his mouth for the Linga to come out, since it was 
covered by a towel in his hands, as the golden Linga 
was already in the towel he was holding in his hands, a 
very defective execution. Then, sometime later, he 
performed this same materialization trick in a more 
difficult way to perceive the trick, in which only an 
experienced magician is capable of perceiving the 
illusionism of the trick. 


20 David Bailey was a music teacher at Sathya Sai Baba 
College for five years and Faye Bailey was editor of The 
Quarterly Magazine, both of whom wrote and published 
books about Sai Baba while they were devotees. 
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1.9. Wheelchair God 


In 2003, Sai Baba suffered an accident and 
fractured his spine, when a student standing on an iron 
bench slipped and then the boy and the bench fell on 
him, which left him paralyzed. With that, he started 
giving blessings from inside the car or his chair. Then, 
from 2004 onwards, he began to move around using a 
luxurious wheelchair, which looked more like a wheel 
armchair. 

Therefore, it was inevitable that many 
devotees and supporters were led to wonder how an 
accident of this severity could happen to the God-man. 
Obviously, as was to be expected, many fanciful 
responses were devised to justify the accident by his 
dazzled devotees. The most common was that it 
happened due to the accumulation of karma by Sai 
Baba, in his sacrificial mission to help and save the 
suffering. However, on the other hand, the most 
sensible answer is that this accident was further proof, 
like the stroke, heart attacks, sexual abuse, paralysis, 
etc., that Sai Baba was someone human, such like any 
other individual, therefore, there was _ nothing 
exceptional about him that could make him immune to 
everything that happens to other humans. 


1.10. Ufanist God 


That patriotic and nationalist citizens are 
inflamed with jingoistic speeches or writings about their 
homeland is a very recurrent practice, however, on the 
other hand, God inflaming the public with patriotic 
jingoistic messages is a novelty. At first glance, it seems 
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incompatible with the universal character of God. But, 
this was what Sai Baba pronounced in some 
discourses. See below some jingoistic discourses 
gathered by Norris W. Palmer. 

This Bharat?" (India) is a sacred land, which has 
been the source of all spiritual wealth, and has shared 
with the rest of the countries of the world ethical and 
moral values” (Speech of November 17, 1995 — Palmer, 
2005: 105). Stating that India is “the source of all 
spiritual wealth” is an exaggerated compliment, since, 
when the ancient Indians, still known as Vedic, were 
developing their spirituality, other people, in parallel, 
were also developing their spiritualities in Antiquity. 
(Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, China, Persia and 
Rome). India was not the first civilization to develop 
spirituality, other peoples preceded it, therefore, this 
phrase is a patriotic jingoism, as well as, it was invaded 
many times in the past by foreign peoples (Huns, 
Greeks, Mughals, Arabs, Manchus , Persians and finally 
the British), so that many items in Indian culture are of 
external origin. Also, the statement “and has shared 
ethical and moral values with the rest of the world's 
countries” is an exaggeration, India initially shared its 
culture only with neighbouring countries, through the 
missionary expansion of Buddhism. Hinduism and 
Jainism, being hereditary religions, remained almost 


21 URd (Bharata) is one of the names by which Indians call 
their own country, the term India is a name given by 
foreigners. HIXcd Bharata is an adjective that literally means 
“descendant of Bharata”, the name of the protagonist family 
in the epic Mahabharata. Sometimes the term 
(Bharatavarsha), Country of Bharata, is also used. 
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exclusively in Indian land, with few immigrant 
communities established in foreign countries. 

And even a more exaggerated jingoism: 
“Bharat (India) is a land of abundance. Bharat (India) is 
naturally well endowed. It is the primary source of all 
morality, spirituality and world wisdom. Looking at such 
a sacred land as poor is madness. We are not a 
destitute nation. It is a richly endowed country. (...) 
Everything originated from Bharat (India) (...). Every 
devotee should take a pledge to protect and promote 
the greatness of Bharat (India) (Palmer, 2005: 106). 
“No country in the world has everything that Bharat 
(India) has” (Speech of May 20, 1990). Well, India was 
a land of abundance in the past, currently it is a land 
abundant in misery, illiteracy, filth, pollution, infection, 
chaotic traffic, fetidity, superstition, carelessness with 
hygiene and other civilizational backwardnesses, as it 
has the largest population of poor people in the world 
(there are around 300 million, therefore larger than the 
individual population of almost every country in the 
world, with the exception of China and the USA), as well 
as being abundant in illiterates, it is also the country 
with the largest illiterate population, despite having, in 
contrast, many scientists and Nobel Prize winners. 
Therefore, looking at India as a poor land is not 
madness, but rather lucidity, madness is looking at it as 
a rich nation, despite its high GDP (Gross Domestic 
Product), due to its immense population (1.4 billion 
inhabitants). It is even crazier to think that India is not a 
“destitute nation” or that it is “a richly endowed country”. 
India's score in the Human Development Index (HDI) 
ranking is 0.644, placing it in 134th position, among the 
193 countries evaluated, therefore in the category of 
countries with low human development, which starts 
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with 90th position. Another historical ignorance is to 
think that “everything originated from Bharat (India)”, as 
civilization did not begin in India, even at the time of the 
Harrapa civilization (3,300 to 1,300 BC), in the region of 
the Indus River in the Bronze Age, the oldest ancient 
civilization in the region of India found archaeologically, 
other people had already simultaneously developed an 
advanced civilization (Egypt, Mesopotamia and China). 

And even a more radical jingoism, now with the 
inclusion of religious jingoism: “What is not Indian is not 
knowledge, all knowledge is the domain of the Indian 
intellect. (...) India is the source of all spiritual truth, 
which makes possible the inclusion of perspectives from 
other religions, which are merely variations on Hindu 
themes and, as such, are congruent with Hinduism and 
appropriately incorporated within it’ (Palmer, 2005: 
106). Anyone who has lived in India, or has extensive 
knowledge of publications, knows how proud Indians 
are of Hinduism, which could explain Sai Baba's 
jingoistic impulse. Norris W. Palmer observed: “A strong 
proponent of Indian superiority, Satya Sai Baba's 
influence became dominant in regional and national 
politics, and of real significance in national disputes as 
well” (Palmer, 2005: 106). 

At the end of the first chapter of Gita Vahint, he 
praised the Indian nation as follows; “So only this Indian 
Nation can demonstrate to the world the excellence of 
the Ancient Religion, the Sanatana Dharma (the eternal 
path), its special gift to humanity, and secure peace for 
all humanity” (BABA, 2002a: 11). Now, stating that “only 
the Indian nation is capable of demonstrating the 
excellence of the ancient religion” is delusional jingoism. 
When viewed from the perspective of humanity's 
cultural evolution, Sanatana Dharma (eternal path) is 
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more of an outdated path than an “eternal path’, as it is 
full of stale ideas and practices. Also, saying that this 
ancient religion is a gift and capable of bringing safe 
peace to humanity does not correspond to historical 
reality, since India has always suffered from internal 
wars and was invaded by many foreign peoples. A very 
clear example is the reason why the British were able to 
dominate Indian Territory, as the Indian kingdoms were 
always in conflict, which weakened them in the face of 
the British advance. In short, India has always been in 
internal wars, or defending itself from invaders, so it 
cannot be an example of safe peace for humanity, that 
is, Sanatana Dharma (eternal religion) has had no effect 
even within India. 

Regarding the Hindu religion, it is necessary to 
clarify that the name Hinduism for the set of traditions 
that the concept encompasses has been the subject of 
discussions in recent years. The most careful studies 
have demonstrated that what is commonly called 
Hinduism represents more of a ‘set of religions’ than a 
single religion. For some historians, the concept of 
Hinduism, as a unified religion, is a modern invention 
introduced by foreigners. ‘Hindus’ never called 
themselves ‘Hindus’ before Islamic or British 
occupation. ‘Hindus’ have always called themselves 
according to the sect they belong to: Vaishnava, Shaiva, 
Shakta, etc. The discussion currently focuses on 
knowing when, where and by whom this collective name 
was invented. Therefore, there is still no consensus 
among the orthodox, among researchers and among 
historians as to what the identity of Hinduism is or which 
the common element among all the traditions that the 
denomination encompasses. Even so, the term 
Hinduism continues to be used by all authors, given the 
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lack of another term that can appropriately replace it. To 
learn more about this controversy, consult the collection 
of articles that discuss this subject in Defining Hinduism: 
A Reader, London/New York, Routledge, 2005, edited 
by J. E. Llewellyn. See also: Pennington, Was Hinduism 
Invented? 2005. Therefore, the classification criterion of 
the Hindu canon reproduces more the authoritative 
voice of today's dominant current than, so to speak, the 
unanimity of all the traditions that the name Hinduism 
embraces (BOTELHO, 2022: 13). 


1.11. Billionaire God 


A major scandal occurred when on June 16, 
2011, almost two months after his death on 04/24/2011, 
a search began in Sai Baba's private quarters (Yajur 
Mandir), a complex with about 15 rooms, at the 
Prasanthi Nilayam headquarters in Puttaparthi, a 
fortune in treasure and money was found. On 
06/17/2011, Indian newspapers reported the discovery 
of 120 million rupees in cash (US$1.7 million), 98 kg of 
gold and 307 kg of silver. After this first search, three 
more searches were made, in which more large 
quantities of money, gold, silver, diamonds, a gold 
crown weighing half a kg, a set of diamonds and two 
thousand pieces of noble silk sari were discovered. 

In the first search, the amount of money was so 
large that it took 36 hours to count, according to Indian 
newspapers. The work was carried out and monitored 
by police officers, Indian revenue auditors and judges. 
The discovery was so scandalous that followers formed 
a committee in order to seek clarification from the Sai 
Baba Trust in a meeting. His closest followers claimed 
that these objects were derived from donations received 
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by Baba from his disciples and admirers. Critics 
suspected that they were gifts saved to be used in 
materialization tricks. 

After four searches, the fortune hidden by 
Sathya Sai Baba, in his private quarters, was estimated 
at 620 million rupees, equivalent to US$8.8 million, 
according to “The Times of India’ newspaper, on 
07/20/2011. At the time of his death, his empire was 
estimated to be worth US$9 billion. 
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Second Part 
2.1. Introduction 


After this brief introduction to the life, personality 
and character of Sathya Sai Baba, we can now enter 
into the subject of the title of this study, namely, the 
scientific ignorance of God represented by his 
incarnation as Sathya Sai Baba. However, it was not 
possible to deal with all the scientific absurdities uttered 
by Sai Baba in this short study, what will be mentioned 
and commented on next will only be a selection of the 
most absurd sayings and, even, in some cases, the 
most comical, present in his writings and in his 
speeches, since there are many of them, if even the 
smallest absurdities are included. 

In the introduction to his book Upanishad 
Vahint: Essence of Vedic Knowledge, the author of this 
introduction, N. Kasturi, praised Sai Baba's knowledge 
as follows: “He (Sai Baba) is using for this great task 
ancient and modern instruments, Sanathana Dharma 
and science. His writings, speeches and conversations 
that correct, communicate and convince are full of 
statements and comments on the discoveries of the 
physical and metaphysical sciences” (BABA, 2002b: 
Introduction). What will be mentioned and analysed 
below will be exactly the opposite of this praise, since 
Sai Baba did not receive scientific training, he left 
school at the age of 13, so his scientific knowledge is 
precarious and, in some passages, mistaken, therefore 
he did not have the ability to communicate scientific 
ideas, much less correct them. 
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A mark of Sai Baba's speeches and writings is 
the simplicity of his ideas and language, some excerpts 
from his writings are so simplistic that they even seem 
like conversations between friends. Therefore, due to 
the exaggerated simplism, many passages are notable 
for their superficiality, due to their poor education and, 
sometimes, for their banality, when they do _ not 
approach absurdity, even reaching the point of 
comicality, as we will see later. Some truisms are so 
banal that they make us laugh, see an example: “Before 
a person is born, a person has no relationship with this 
world and its material objects. After death, they and all 
their friends and relatives disappear” (BABA, 2002a: 
251). Also, some examples are strange, see some of 
them: “A flaming iron ball is capable of causing more 
damage than a flame of fire; a sinful man is to be 
avoided more than the sin itself. Sadhakas (disciples) 
need to be vigilant about the company they keep” 
(BABA, 2002a: 224). And another “The biggest obstacle 
in the path of surrender is selfishness and pettiness or 
possessiveness. It is something that has been inherent 
in your personality for a long time, sending its tentacles 
deeper and deeper with the experience of each 
subsequent life. It can only be removed by the twin 
detergents of discrimination and renunciation. Devotion 
is the water to wash away this centuries-old dirt and 
soap, the repetition of God's name, meditation and 
communion (yoga) will help to remove it more quickly 
and effectively” (Speech of August 1, 1956) . Some 
sentences appear to be psychotic disconnections: “Be 
careful with your physical health too. Satisfy the 
demands of nature; the car must receive the gasoline it 
needs. Otherwise, your head may spin and your eyes 
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may become blurry from sheer exhaustion” (Speech of 
February 23, 1958). 


2.2. His Ignorance about History 


In a speech on 12/25/1979, on Christmas Day, 
Sai Baba mentioned that Jesus was born at 3:15 am, on 
December 28,77 1980 years ago, that is, Jesus was born 
one year before his birth, as per the given recognized 
by the Catholic Church (PRIDDY, 2011b). We need to 
remember that History is a scientific research into facts, 
as well as their analysis. Due to his rudimentary 
educational background, Sai Baba did not learn to 
differentiate ideas arising from religious preaching from 
ideas confirmed and consolidated by scientific research. 
Historical research has shown that the date of 
December 25th for Christmas is an arbitrary choice by 
the Catholic Church, occurring many years after the 
death of Jesus, since no one accurately recorded the 
exact date of his birth in the early years of the 
Christianity, so that it had not unanimous acceptance, 
then, due to uncertainty, each Christian community 
celebrated his birth on different dates in the first 
centuries. The Bible does not mention the date of Jesus’ 
birth, nor do the apocryphal gospels. The date of 
December 25th was an attempt by the Church to unify 
commemorative dates into a single Christmas date, 
decreed by Pope Julius | in 350 c. e. It began to be 
practiced in Cappadocia from 370 c. e. c., in 
Constantinople from 380 c. e., in Antioch from 386 c. e., 
and in Alexandria from 432 c. e. 


22 And not on December 25th. 
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The first mentions of the date of Jesus’ birth 
appear in the 3rd century c. e. Clement of Alexandria 
mentioned the date of May 20th, other ancient authors 
mentioned the dates of April 19th or 20th, March 28th 
and January 6th or 10th. Therefore, there was no initial 
concern about recording and preserving the date of 
Jesus’ birth, no one, in fact, knew the true date. The 
oldest mention of December 25th, as the date of Jesus' 
birth, appears in 221 c. e., in the work Chronographiai 
(History of the World), by Sextus Julius Africanus (160- 
240 c. e.), a lost work, but which was extensively 
reproduced in the work Chronicon by Eusebius of 
Caesarea. And the first reference to a celebration of 
Jesus’ birth on December 25 is from 336 c. e. 

Regarding the choice of the date for Jesus’ 
birth, historians differ regarding its origin. The most cited 
suggestions are that December 25th was the 
Christianization of Dies Solis Invistus Nati (the Day of 
the Birth of the Invincible Sun), a popular Roman and 
pagan festival that celebrated the winter solstice as the 
symbol of the Sun's resurrection. Or that this date 
became the birth of Jesus by reasoning that identified 
the winter equinox (March 25 in the northern 
hemisphere) as the date of Jesus’ conception, but 
without any historical basis. Then, nine months later, 
that is, December 25th, became the date of Jesus' birth. 
When taken to northern Europe, these celebrations 
merged with Yule, a pagan festival of the Nordic people, 
also celebrated on the winter solstice, gradually taking 
on the characteristics of the current festival, including 
the inclusion of Santa Claus. The process of how the 
gradual standardization of the celebrations on 
December 25th and January 6th or 7th happened is 
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difficult to follow, due to the scarcity of documents (for 
more details, see: BOTELHO, 2014). 

Sathya Sai Baba wrote and published an 
English version with commentaries of untagtal 
(Bhagavad Gita - Song of the Lord), the most popular 
text of Hinduism and the best known outside India 
(BABA, 2002a), with countless translations into 
contemporary languages. He called his annotated 
version Mldlatet (Gita Vahint — Torrent of Wisdom 
from the Gita). It is a long dialogue (with 700 shlokas, 
verses in two lines) between the god Krshna and the 
disciple Arjuna, at the moment that preceded the 
beginning of the great dynastic battle, between relatives 
for the throne of the region, therefore an episode of the 
great epic Held (Mahabharata), with one hundred 
thousand shlokas. Over time, the Gita, as it is popularly 
known, stood out for its message, becoming an 
important and revered book. The date of the events 
narrated in this epic is difficult to determine, since it is 
currently known with certainty that the text has 
undergone many additions and many interpolations over 
the centuries by anonymous authors. Also, historicity is 
still in doubt, as historians are not absolutely convinced 
that those events really happened, some researchers 
suggest that almost everything is myth. Therefore, it is 
only possible to conjecture approximate dates. In 
discussing the question of dating, historian A. L. 
Basham observed: “According to the most popular late 
tradition, the Mahabharata War took place in 3102 b. c. 
e., which, in light of the evidence, is quite impossible. 
More reasonable is another tradition, placing it in the 
15th century b. c. e., but this is also very old, in light of 
our archaeological knowledge. Probably, the war took 
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place around the beginning of the 9th century b. c. e., 
such a date seems to fit well with the sparse 
archaeological ruins of the period, and there is also 
some evidence in Brahmanical literature to show that it 
cannot have been much earlier than this period” 
(BASHAM, 1981: 40). One conjecture is that the war 
must have happened after 1,200 b. c. e., as this is the 
time of the introduction of iron on the Indian continent, 
known in ancient literature as PWT AY - Krshna Ayas 
(literally: black metal), mentioned in the Atharva Veda, 
while the Rg Veda mentions only ayas (metal), the 
which is suggested by Michael Witzel as referring to 
copper or bronze (WITZEL, 1995: 04). Based on 
descriptions of the weapons used in the Mahabharata 
War, it is likely that they were iron and not bronze, 
therefore the war could not have occurred before 1200 
b. c. e.°° The composition of the Mahabharata, as 
already mentioned, underwent many additions and 
many interpolations over time, the most suggested 
dates for this long period of composition are the 3rd 
century b. c. e. until the 3rd century b. c. e, therefore it 
is a composition from Antiquity. 

Sai Baba's version of the Gita differs 
substantially from conventional translations and the 
most coinciding commentaries, with the inclusion of 
words and phrases that are not in the Sanskrit text 
(SARGEANT, 2009). Therefore, Sai Baba's version is 
something like a “new version” of the Gita, similar to a 
recovery of the original text and meaning, since, as he 
considered himself a god, the message of the Gita was 


23 Stone Age: from 2.5 million b. c. e. to 3,300 b. c. e.; Bronze 
Age: from 3,300 b. c. e. to 1,200 b. c. e. and Iron Age: from 
1,200 b. c. e. up to 550 b. c. e. 
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revealed by him in the past, in his incarnation as 
Krshna. With this he felt completely free to reveal a text 
and a meaning different from the conventional one. The 
simplicity of his language and his interpretations are 
also present in this text, to the point that some excerpts 
of the dialogue between Krshna and Arjuna seem more 
like a conversation between close friends. Thus, 
insulting phrases that are not present in the 
conventional text also appear, which surprises those 
familiar with the original Sanskrit text, such as the 
following humiliations of Krshna addressed to Arjuna: 
“You (Arjuna) declare that you know everything, but 
even so, you cry like a helpless woman.” And then, still 
referring to Arjuna: “... your actions reveal you as a fool” 
and “you are an ajnani (ignorant)” (BABA, 2002a: 28).24 

With so many changes on his own, it was to be 
expected, due to his precarious educational background 
that Sai Baba would include absurd and, even, comical 
ideas in the text or comments, as we will see below. 
First, in an example of historical ignorance, he 
mentioned in his book Gita Vahint: “When the 
foundation is strong, the building is lasting. Geetha 


4 There is another dialogue between Krshna and Arjuna in 
the Mahabharata (Book 14, Asthwamedha Parva, chapter 16), 
an episode known as Anugita (Complementary Song), where 
Krshna offends Arjuna in the following way: “It is extremely 
unpleasant for me that you not having understood my 
message through (your) lack of intelligence. (...) Indeed, O 
Son of Pandu (Arjuna), you are devoid of faith and 
(endowed) with a terrible intellect” (Anugita, Chapter 01 — 
TELANG, 1998: 230). The dialogue is similar in many passages 
to Bhagavad Gita, just with different words to convey the 
same ideas, but it did not achieve the same prestige and 
popularity as Bhagavad Gita. 
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(was) built on this foundation 5,000 years ago” (BABA, 
2002a: 06). Therefore, 3,000 b. c. e., in the Copper and 
Bronze Age. The only known civilizations in that region 
at that time were the Harappa and Mohenjo-daro 
civilizations (3,300 to 1,300 b. c. e.), in present-day 
Pakistan, both of which were not Vedic civilizations, and 
the Mahabharata is full of Vedic references. Research 
so far confirms that the people of these ancient 
civilizations of the Indus River Valley only knew 
ideographic writing, therefore most likely before the 
introduction of the Sanskrit language by the Indo-Aryan 
people on the Indian continent, which requires 
alphabetic writing, due to the structure syntactic and 
grammatical (Erdosy, 1997). Now, this is a date taken 
from tradition, filled with mythology, as mentioned 
above, it has no historical basis, the precise dating of 
the Mahabharata is still a discussion among 
researchers, since literary evidence and archaeological 
finds are few, so the doubt persists. What we can say 
with certainty is that the events, as well as the end of 
the successive interpolated compositions, happened in 
Antiquity, that is, until the 3rd century b. c. e., therefore 
it could not have the antiquity that Sai Baba mentioned. 
In another passage of Gita Vahini, Sai Baba 
included a dialogue between Krshna and Arjuna, with 
phrases that do not appear in the original Sanskrit text, 
which, in addition to this fact, suffer from an absurd 
historical anachronism, even comical. In other words, 
the existence of the thermometer and the temperature 
measurement system at the time of the Mahabharata 
War, that is, in Antiquity. The dialogue is as follows: 
Krishna said, “Arjuna, pay attention to just one fact! How 
hot is your body now? It should be about 98 degrees...” 
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(Baba, 2002a: 57). Now, there was no thermometer or 
temperature measurement criteria at that time. 

See below a summary of the history of the 
invention of the first thermometers, as well as the 
history of the creation of temperature measuring scales, 
devices also known as thermoscopes in the past, from 
the 16th century onwards. 

Galileo Galilei is generally recognized as the 
inventor of the first thermometer, in 1592 c. e, 
suspended over an open reservoir, filled with collared 
alcohol, a narrow hollow glass tube, on top of which he 
placed a glass sphere, also hollow. When heated, the 
air inside the sohere expanded and bubbled through the 
alcohol. Cooling the sphere, the liquid penetrated the 
inside of the tube. Fluctuations in the temperature of the 
sphere could thus be observed, noting the position of 
the liquid inside the tube. 

In 1611 c. e., Bartholomew Telioux, from Rome, 
designed a thermoscope equipped with a scale; 
however his description of such a device reveals little 
understanding of the physical principles involved. The 
real “thermometer” was invented by the Italian doctor 
Santorio Santorre who, around 1612 c. e., developed an 
air thermoscope equipped with a scale for reading 
temperature. It is known that in 1632 c. e., Jean Ray 
used a liquid-in-glass thermometer, although still with 
the top open. In the second half of the 17th century, the 
air thermometer was already well known, although its 
effectiveness left a lot to be desired. In 1644 c. e., for 
example, Evangelista Torricelli discovered the variability 
of air pressure and, around 1660 c. e., it was proven 
that the air thermometer reacted not only to changes in 
temperature but also to changes in pressure. 
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The solution to this problem and also the next 
major step in temperature measurement was taken in 
1654 c. e. by Ferdinando II, Grand Duke of Tuscany, 
who sealed a tube containing alcohol and engraving an 
arbitrary scale, divided into 50 degrees. Due to the fact 
that it was closed, this device was not influenced by 
atmospheric pressure, as this acted equally throughout 
the thermometer. Thus was born the “Florentine 
thermometer’, the first liquid-in-glass thermometer with 
a sealed construction and incorporating a graduated 
scale. 

The liquid thermometer became widely known 
after the publication of a report by the Academia del 
Cimento in Florence in the mid-17th century... One of 
the instruments built at the Academy, consisting of a 
helical tube with a scale divided into 420 degrees, 
provided an_ excellent demonstration of the 
expandability of alcohol and its effectiveness as a 
thermometric fluid. Several other thermometers, with 
scales of 50 and 100 degrees, were built in that 
institution. The big problem with such devices was the 
variation in scales, from one model to another, which 
only coincided in identical devices, therefore not 
allowing a uniform temperature scale. 

During the 1660s c. e., Robert Hooke, of the 
London Royal Society, established the first principles of 
comparison between thermometers of different 
constructions, thus avoiding the need to build exact 
replicas of each thermometer. His method consisted of 
establishing two freezing points of water (beginning of 
solidification and complete solidification), creating a 
scale between -7 and +13 degrees, obtained in winter 
and summer, respectively. Over the following decades, 
many temperature scales were devised, all based on 
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one or more fixed, arbitrarily chosen points; in 1778 c. 
e., no less than 27 different thermometric scales were 
counted! The fixed points tried included the temperature 
of the human body, the melting point of butter and even 
the temperature of the cellars of the Paris Observatory. 

However, no scale was universally accepted 
until about 1714. C. e., when Gabriel Fahrenheit, a 
Dutch precision instrument maker, built the first 
accurate and repeatable mercury thermometers. 
Fahrenheit fixed the lower point (the “zero”) of its 
temperature scale using a mixture of ice and salt; this 
was the lowest temperature he could reproduce, and he 
assigned it the value of “32 degrees”. For the upper end 
of his scale, he chose the normal temperature of the 
human body, calling it “96 degrees.” Why 96 and not 
100 degrees? Other previous scales had been divided 
into 12 parts; Fahrenheit, apparently, to obtain greater 
resolution, divided its scale into 24, then 48 and finally 
96 parts. The Fahrenheit scale has gained great 
popularity, mainly due to the repeatability and 
construction quality of the thermometers it produces. 

Around 1742 c. e., the Swedish Anders Celsius 
proposed that the melting point of ice and the boiling 
point of water be adopted to define a temperature scale. 
Celsius chose “zero degrees” as the boiling point of 
water, assigning “100 degrees” to the melting point. 
Later, these points were inverted and the “centigrade” 
scale was born (which literally means “divided into one 
hundred degrees”). In 1948 c. e., the name of this scale 
would be officially changed to “Celsius scale” 

In another passage from Gita Vahint, Sai Baba 
committed another absurd anachronism, when 
mentioning the existence of the cannon in the 
Mahabharata War, that is, in Antiquity, in a passage that 
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also does not exist in the Sanskrit text. In addition to 
being anachronistic, note that the phrases are comical: 
Arjuna said: ‘Krshna! You were saying until now of 
certain ways by which we reach you. Now, at the end of 
it all, if you launch this cannonball, how can | ever 
understand its meaning? (BABA, 2002a: 149). 

Leaving aside the comical nature of these 
phrases, the use of cannon, like any other firearm, 
primarily depended on the invention of gunpowder by 
the Chinese, in the 9th and 10th centuries c. e. 
Therefore, many centuries after the occurrence of the 
Mahabharata War, if this event actually occurred, as 
well as the period of the composition of the text in 
Antiquity. Originally developed by Taoist alchemists for 
medicinal purposes, gunpowder was first used in 
warfare around 904 c. e. As one of the four great 
inventions, gunpowder spread throughout many parts of 
Eurasia by the end of the 13th century c. e. The first 
confirmed reference to what can be _ considered 
gunpowder in China occurred in the 9th century c. e., 
during the Tang dynasty, first in a formula contained in 
the Taishang Shengzu Jindan Mijue in 808 c. e., and 
then about 50 years later in a Taoist text known as 
Zhenyuan Miaodao Yaoliie. The Taishang Shengzu 
Jindan Mijue mentions a gunpowder formula composed 
of six parts sulfur to six parts saltpeter and one part 
natality herb. 

First prized for its noise and used in fireworks, it 
didn't take long to realize that gunpowder could also be 
used in a weapon. In 1225 c. e., gunpowder revenue 
made its way west along trade routes, and within a 
century, European cannon designs came to life. The 
cannon evolved from spears with attached tubes 
containing gunpowder and projectiles to a ‘fireball’ 
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launcher. The basic design emerged around 1300. c. e., 
projectiles and gunpowder were carried in a large 
cylindrical container with a small hole in the solid end for 
a fuse. When lit, the fuse exploded the gunpowder, 
producing a rapidly expanding gas that propelled the 
projectiles further than they could be thrown. The design 
evolved from cylinders of bamboo, leather, wood and 
stone, to bronze, copper, iron and steel. Therefore, 
there were no cannons in Antiquity. 


2.3. His Ignorance about Astronomy 


In a passage above, it was mentioned that 
Sathya Sai Baba was praised, by the author of 
introduction of one of his writings, as a preacher who 
used “... ancient and modern instruments, Sanathana 
Dharma and Science ...”. He taught about the Sun in his 
commentary on Gita Vahini, however, what we will 
observe below will be, once again, that what he taught 
was the opposite of an encounter between religion and 
science, due to his scientific ignorance, that is, ideas 
extracted from mythology and, consequently, a pile of 
old scientifically unproven and obsolete speculations. 
Therefore, before analysing these observations, it will 
be necessary to briefly inform what current Astronomy 
knows about the Sun. Therefore, see below a summary 
of the history of the research process, as well as the 
results achieved so far on the star of the System Solar. 

A mythical character and object of worship in 
the religions of almost all ancient peoples (the god Ra of 
the Egyptians, Utu-Shamash of the Sumerians, Sdrya of 
the Hindus, Tonatiuh of the Aztecs, Helios of the Greek 
religion, Sol Invictus of the Romans, etc.), whose 
gradual increase in scientific knowledge, gradually took 
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away its sacredness, as it was discovered that the Sun 
was not that magnificent sublimity that ancient religious 
people attributed to it. Because the Sun is not only 
beneficial, it has harmful reactions, such as the 
emission of ultraviolet rays, X-rays, and solar explosions 
that emit harmful radiation. Depending on the intensity, 
the individual's exposure to the Sun can cause skin 
cancer, and the intense incidence of ultraviolet rays is 
harmful to the eyes. What largely neutralizes the 
harmfulness of the Sun is the Ozone Layer, therefore, it 
is comical to think that the ancients should worship the 
Sun and, simultaneously, the Ozone Layer as well, but 
they were not aware of the existence of this 
atmospheric layer. . This historical example served to 
show the difference between attributing divinity to 
something concrete, therefore investigable (the Sun), 
and attributing divinity to something abstract, therefore 
impalpable (the supreme god beyond time and space). 
This is why the religions of the past that worshiped 
concrete gods (the Sun, the Moon, nature, etc.) did not 
survive, since their objects of worship were demystified 
and desacralized, while those that worshiped abstract 
gods and imperceptibles have survived to this day 
(BOTELHO, 2021: 03). 

The Sun was formed 4.6 billion years ago. 
Briefly, his story is as follows. A cloud of cosmic dust 
and hydrogen gas particles swirling in the space 
between the stars has become dense enough to heat 
up. The dust and gas collapsed under the action of its 
own gravity and the cloud, called the solar nebula, 
began to rotate and flatten into a disk shape. The centre 
of the disk began to glow as it grew hotter and denser. 
At this stage, the centre of the disk, which contained 
most of the mass, was not yet a star, but a proto-star. 
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As soon as the proto-star became dense and hot 
enough, the process of nuclear fusion could begin and a 
star was born. Shortly after the formation of the Sun in 
the centre of the disk, the planets of the Solar System 
were formed from the debris that circled the Sun 
(Langmuir, 2012: 98 and for further discussion: Baggott, 
2018: 146-70). 

Since it was formed, the Sun has gotten bigger 
and brighter. It is 30% brighter than it was 4.6 billion 
years ago. It has already consumed 37% of its 
hydrogen fuel, converting it to helium. The remaining 
hydrogen will last for another 5 billion years. The Sun is 
classified as a medium-sized star, so it will follow the life 
cycle of stars in this category. In 5 billion years, it will 
become bigger, hotter and brighter, due to the collapse 
of its core, then it will become a Red Giant, it will 
become 170 times bigger than it is today, then it will 
swallow Mercury from Venus, and the Earth will be 
incinerated. It will be 2,300 times brighter than it is now. 
Nothing will survive on Earth. 

In 3 billion years, Earth's oceans will have 
evaporated and the surface will have melted. After 
becoming a Red Giant, the Sun will transform into a 
White Dwarf. The process will happen as follows. The 
Sun's core will contract and become much hotter, hot 
enough to burn helium. When the helium runs out, the 
nucleus will contract again, but nuclear processes will 
continue as the helium fuses into carbon, producing 
enough energy to stop the contraction. But carbon 
cannot become fusion fuel for the Sun, as it can for 
larger stars. So, in 50 or 100 million years, the Sun's 
fuel sources will run out. As carbon burns in its final 
stages, the Sun's outer layers will be blasted into space, 
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where they will likely form a planetary nebula, a mass of 
gas and stardust. 

Subsequently, the core of the Sun will transform 
into a White Dwarf star, that is, a hot white ball of very 
dense matter, the size of the Earth, since the Sun will 
no longer have a source of fuel, so it will no longer be 
able to carry out reactions nuclear. Eventually, the Sun 
will cool down, lose all of its heat, and ultimately turn 
into a dense, cold, dark star known as a Black Dwarf. 

The first space probes to explore the Sun were 

Pioneers 6, 7, 8 and 9, launched between 1959 and 
1968. These probes orbited the Sun at a distance 
similar to that of Earth, making the first detailed 
measurements of the solar wind and magnetic field. 
Pioneer 9 operated for a particularly long time, 
transmitting data until May 1983. In the 1970s, two 
Helios spacecraft and Skylab's Apollo Telescope Mount 
provided scientists with new data about the solar wind 
and solar corona. In 1980, the Solar Maximum Mission 
was launched by NASA. This probe was designed to 
observe gamma rays, X-rays and ultraviolet radiation 
from solar flares during a time of high solar activity and 
solar luminosity. Launched in 1991, the Japanese 
Yohkoh satellite observed solar flares in compliance 
with the X-ray wave. 
One of the most important missions to date was the 
Solar and Heliospheric Observatory (SOHO), built jointly 
by the European Space Agency (ESA) and NASA and 
launched in October 1995. Located at the Lagrangain 
point between the Earth and the Sun (where the 
gravitational attraction of both are the same), SOHO 
has provided a constant view of the Sun in many 
waveforms since its launch. The Solar Dynamics 
Observatory (SDO) was launched in February 2010. 
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All of these satellites have observed the Sun 
from the ecliptic plane, and have therefore observed 
only its equatorial regions in detail. The Ulysses probe 
was launched in 1990 to study the polar regions of the 
Sun. The Solar Terrestrial Relation Observatory 
(STEREO) mission was launched in October 2006. The 
Parker Solar Probe was launched in 2018 and will reach 
a proximity to the Sun never before achieved (0.046 
AU) in 2025.76 
The main characteristics of the Sun: 

* Classification: G2V star or Yellow Dwarf star 

¢ Age: 4.6 billion years, today it is 30% brighter than it 
was at the beginning. 

* Composition: hydrogen 73%, helium 25%, oxygen 
0.9%, carbon 0.4%, iron 0.2%, neon 0.1%, nitrogen 
0.1%, magnesium 0.06%, silicon 0, 06% and 0.04% 
sulfur. 

¢ Diameter: 1.39 million km (109 times the size of the 
Earth). If the Sun were the size of a basketball, the 
Earth would be the size of a pinhead. 

¢ Distance from Earth: approximately 150 million km, 
therefore a car traveling at a speed of 80 km/h would 
take 214 years to reach the Sun. 

¢ Distance from the centre of the Milky Way: 27.2 
thousand light years, therefore the Sun and the Solar 
System are on the periphery of the Milky Way. 

* Rotational movement: 25.6 days at the equator and 
33.5 days at the poles (because it is gaseous, the Sun 


25 A proximity of just 4.3 million miles (6.9 million km) to the 
Sun, much closer than the nearest planet, Mercury, which is 
0.39 AU from the Sun, i.e. 36.5 million miles (58.5 million 
km). Earth is about 94 million miles (150 million km) from the 
Sun. 
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does not have a homogeneous rotational movement, 
like the Earth, which is a rocky planet) 

¢ Orbital movement: 225 to 250 million years to 
complete an orbit around the Milky Way, so it must have 
completed 20 to 25 orbits since its formation. 

¢ Orbital speed: approximately 251 km/s, at this speed 
the entire Solar System orbits together with the Sun. 

¢ Surface temperature: 5,538° C (10,000° F). 

* Core temperature: 15,000,000° C (27,000,000° F) 

¢ Volume: 1.3 million times more than Earth 

¢ Mass: 333 thousand times more than Earth, so 
something that weighs 35 kg on Earth will weigh about a 
ton on the Sun. 

¢ Remaining lifespan: 5 billion years as a Yellow Dwarf, 
when it will transform into a Red Giant, then swallow the 
planets Mercury and Venus, and then incinerate the 
Earth. 

So Sai Baba, based on primitive mythological 
notions about the Sun, almost all of which are currently 
incompatible with the consolidated ideas of modern 
astronomical science, whose Sun is a divinity (Surya), 
with its own feelings, thoughts and decisions, therefore 
a fanciful anthropomorphic vision of the Sun, continued 
the translation of the speech like this. After suggesting 
that Arjuna's body temperature was 98 degrees, Krishna 
said: “...The Sun can withstand many millions of times 
this heat at that distance, can't it? Now, if the Sun feels 
that it cannot withstand all that fire and becomes cold, 
what will happen to humanity? (BABA, 2002a: 58). First, 
these words and phrases do not appear in the original 
Sanskrit text of the Gita, they are digressively 
interpretive translations, like many others in his version 
of this dialogue, so esteemed by the Hindus. Also, 
saying that “the Sun supports this heat many millions of 
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times...” and that: “the Sun feels that it will not support 
all that fire...” is a mythological perspective of the Sun, 
loaded with anthropomorphism from _pre-scientific 
period, therefore, in no way astronomical. Even a first- 
year elementary school student knows that the Sun has 
no feelings. 

Another mythological anthropomorphic vision of 
the Sun, now including the Earth, with its own decision- 
making: “... If the Earth and the Sun refused to perform 
their respective duties, what would happen to the 
world...”? (BABA, 2002a: 57). Now, the Sun, nor the 
Earth, does not function driven by a duty, the latter is a 
necessity inherent to human behaviour, while the Sun 
functions through determinism in accordance with its 
physical and chemical nature. 

And astronomical ignorance continues: “and the 
Sun is the source of Time. Sdrya (Sun-God) is the 
father of Time (Kala), as the Shastras (sacred 
scriptures) declare...” (BABA, 2002a: 62). The Sun is 
not the source of time, nor is its father, since the Sun is 
a star, just like the trillions of others in the universe, if 
that were the case, then the universe would have 
trillions of sources, and not a single source. This is, 
once again, an outdated mythological and superstitious 
notion of the Sun, since it is not the Sun that provides 
the notion of time, but rather the Earth's orbital 
movement around the Sun. This primitive notion was 
taken from the time when was still believed that it was 
the Sun that revolved around the Earth, so that its 
positioning in the sky provided humanity with a sense of 
time, especially dawn, peak and dusk, as well as the 
seasons. And then, some even more absurd ideas 
about the Sun: “The Sun limits and regulates the 
number of years each person lives. The Sun decreases 
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a portion of a person's lifespan every day. Thus, the 
Sun is the supreme arbiter, the creator of man’s destiny” 
(Idem: 62). Well, the only hypothesis, very conjectural, 
for the Sun to limit and reduce the number of years of a 
person's life, would be if that person was exposed to the 
Sun too much and developed skin cancer, and died as a 
result of this disease, or if someone remained in the 
Sun for too long and died of dehydration, just like a 
fakir, hypotheses that are very unlikely. There is no 
cause, whether physical, chemical or biological, that 
justifies the phenomenon of limitation and reduction of 
someone's life due to the action of the Sun, the idea is 
pure fantasy. Also, in the same way, the hypothesis that 
“the Sun decreases a portion of a person's life span 
every day” is another scientific aberration. On the 
contrary, by prudently and moderately exposing yourself 
to the Sun, life span can be extended, rather than 
reduced, due to greater absorption of Vitamin D, since 
the Sun is a source of this nutrient. That the “Sun is the 
supreme arbiter, the creator of man’s destiny,” is 
another scientific ignorance drawn from the mythology 
and astrology of the ancients. 

Regarding the moral virtues of the Sun, he 
observed: “He (the Sun) performs his Duty without the 
idea of reward. He is humble and firm in his work. (...) 
He has no pretensions to pride. He acts above this, 
unconcerned with the consequences of his mission to 
serve.” (Idem: 62-3). We must all have compassion on 
the Sun, because see his patience: “Imagine the 
patience with which the Sun endures all that heat for the 
sake of the world and humanity” (Idem: 63). 

And what is even comical: “It is he (the Sun) 
who keeps the human body warm and comfortable. This 
material body is so full of energy and intelligence due to 
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the Solar Energy that it absorbs. If the Sun becomes 
careless for a moment, the world will be consumed by 
flames...” (Idem: 63). If this were the case, the people of 
the sunniest regions, like the Africans, would be the 
healthiest and most intelligent people on Earth. And “if 
the Sun is careless for a moment, the world will be 
consumed by flames”, so the Sun has a mind of its own. 
This idea is so absurd, it could be included in the script 
of a comedy film. AS we mentioned before, the Sun is 
not only beneficial, it also causes harm. 

And even more, “The Sun is the source of all 
life, plant and animal on this planet” (Idem: 62). Today it 
is very well known that the Sun is not the origin of life on 
Earth, it only helped in the development and 
diversification of life after its emergence. The most 
scientifically recognized hypothesis today is that life on 
Earth emerged at the bottom of the oceans, through 
hydrothermal vents, which emitted vapours from the 
Earth's interior, loaded with elements that, when 
combined with water, were capable of forming the first 
unicellular microorganisms. See below a summary of 
the main current hypotheses. 

Some scientists suggest that life originated from 
a “primordial soup” of organic compounds dissolved in 
water, others favour an origin around hydrothermal 
vents at the bottom of the oceans, and there is also the 
theory of panspermia, according to which life would 
have evolved originating on another planet and coming 
to Earth hitchhiking on a comet. The most accepted 
hypothesis currently is that life began more than 4 billion 
years ago, through the phenomenon of hydrothermal 
vents at the bottom of the ocean, also known as 
hydrothermal vents, which was able to combine the 
elements necessary for the formation of life. However, 
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there is other evidence to suggest that the earliest 
evidence of life on Earth includes biogenic graphite 
found in 3.7 billion year old metasedimentary rocks in 
West Greenland and microbial mat fossils found in 3.48 
billion year old sandstone in Western Australia. More 
recently, in 2015, "remains of biotic life" were found in 
4.1 billion-year-old rocks in Western Australia. In 2017, 
it waS announced’ that supposed fossilized 
microorganisms (or microfossils) had been discovered 
in precipitates from hydrothermal vents in the 
Nuvvuagittug Belt of Quebec, Canada, that were up to 
4.28 billion years old, the oldest record of life on Earth, 
suggesting an almost instantaneous occurrence of the 
emergence of life after the formation of the oceans, 4.4 
billion years ago, and not long after the formation of the 
Earth, 4.54 billion years ago (for further details, see: 
BAGGOTT, 2018: 215-9 and LANGMUIR, 2012: 280-2; 
to learn about some of the ancient mythological sources 
in the Puranas, used by Sai Baba, about the Sun, see: 
BOTELHO, 2021). 

Also some raving praise from his dazzled 
devotees is in the nature of scientific ignorance, for 
“he (Sai Baba) keeps the universe turning and the 
flowers blooming” (Palmer, 2005: 103). Now, saying that 
the “universe rotates” is monstrous astronomical 
ignorance, extracted from the old and _ outdated 
geocentric notion of astrology, when it was thought that 
the Earth was the centre of the universe and everything 
(the Sun, the Moon, and the stars) rotated around her. 
We currently know, for sure, that only the Moon 
revolves around the Earth, the planets of the Solar 
System revolve around the Sun and the Solar System 
revolves around the centre of the Milky Way, as well as 
stars, exoplanets, black holes and natural satellites 
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revolve around the centre of their galaxies, however, for 
now, it is still impossible to understand whether the 
entire universe revolves around something, since what 
is currently possible to observe is that the universe is 
becoming expanding, therefore a difficulty that it may be 
rotating around some centre. 

In another publication, Upanishad Vahini, Sai 
Baba explained time as_ follows: “Samvathsara 
(complete year) is an indicator of Time, according to the 
position of the Sun.” Well, the Sun does not change its 
position in relation to the planets of the Solar System, 
as it is fixed in its centre, the Sun moves, through an 
orbital movement, only in relation to the centre of the 
galaxy, together with the Solar System. This idea was 
taken from the Hindu calendar based on ancient 
astrology which understood that the Sun revolved 
around the Earth. What changes position are the 
planets, therefore the Sun is not an “indicator of Time”, 
which allows us the notion of healthy time. Earth's 
orbital and rotational movements. “Time is just a series 
of days and nights, and these are phases caused by the 
Sun.” The Sun does not cause phases, the latter are 
caused by the Earth's orbital and rotational movement, 
so the notion of “days and nights” is caused by the 
Earth's rotational movement. “The rotation of the Moon 
causes Thitis (days of the lunar month) or stages in 
fullness”. The Moon does not rotate, as it always has 
the same face facing the Earth, its rotational movement 
is only in relation to the Sun, and very slow, which is 
why the Moon is not able to create the notion of days of 
the lunar month (Tithis) for someone who is on Earth. 
What creates the notion of days is the rotational 
movement of the Earth. (...) “so Time, which is delimited 
by the tropics, the seasons, the months, etc.”. Time is 
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not delimited by the tropics. The tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn are imaginary lines that cross the Earth 
horizontally. The Tropic of Cancer is an imaginary line 
that cuts the Earth from the Equator to 23°27' to the 
north, while the Tropic of Capricorn is an imaginary line 
that cuts the Earth from the Equator to 23°27' to the 
south. These are very old ideas taken from the time 
when astronomical knowledge was very primitive, as 
well as the knowledge of Physics and Astrophysics did 
not yet exist, that is, long before the creation of 
Einstein's Theory of Relativity, a theory that was a 
watershed in the study of time (BABA, 2002b: 56). 


2.4. His Ignorance about Cosmology 


A discipline of Science that gained a lot of 
development momentum, from the second half of the 
20th century, was Cosmology, consequently today it is 
possible to know the universe like never before. 
Cosmology uses three scientific areas, Astronomy, 
Astrophysics and Particle Physics. The knowledge 
achieved in recent decades is so in-depth that, for those 
who have not followed developments, this knowledge 
seems like an idea taken from science fiction, which is 
why many today disbelieve it. Not only in Cosmology, 
but in almost all areas of Science, the rapid and in- 
depth development since the second half of the last 
century has created a distance, never felt so much 
before, between popular knowledge and high scientific 
knowledge. This distance becomes even greater when 
the layman is someone with little education and still 
confident in the outdated teachings of ancient traditions, 
such as the case of Sathya Sai Baba. 
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The knowledge of Cosmology by scientists 
today is very different from the ancients’ rudimentary 
notions about the Universe, to the point where we can 
say that what the ancients knew as the Universe is not 
what we know as the Universe today, it was just the sky 
visible to the naked eye, as it seemed to the observer, 
that is, before the creation of sophisticated instruments 
for the exploration and observation of space (telescope, 
space probe, manned travel, radio telescope, orbital 
observatory, space station, robot rover and space 
observatory — James Webb). In other words, what the 
ancients thought to be the Universe, strictly speaking, 
was just the appearance of the Universe, that is, they 
only knew the surface of the Universe, which is why, in 
many cases, they introduced subjective elements into 
the understanding of the Universe, that is, cognitive 
factors in speculation, as we will see later. An example 
is the use of the Sanskrit word Wsf - Prapancha?® to 


6 U (pra = pro) + US (pancha = five) literally: “towards five”. 
It must mean the movement of consciousness in the 
distinction of the Tattwas of Objectivity, distributed in 
groups of five elements: 

The 5 Organs of Knowledge (SA FeaTTeT - Gnanendriyani or 
Buddhendriyani): 

Ear (St - Shrotram); Skin (cde - Twach); Eye (Aa - Chakshu); 
Tongue (fstet - Jinwa) and Nose (ATM - Nasa) 

The 5 Organs of Action (He fesearher - Karmendriyani): 

Voice (AT¢ - Vac); Hands carfer - Pani); Feet (UI@ - Pada); Anus 
(UTY - Payu) and Reproductive Organ (SU¥Y - Upastha) 

The 5 Subtle Principles (aAranior - Tanmatrani): 

Sound (RIs@ - Shabda); Tact (eat - Sparsha); Form (X6¥ - 
Rapa); Taste (<a - Rasa) and Odour (TU - Gandha). 

The 5 Dense Elements (FeTuet - Mahabhitani): 
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designate the Universe, as in the quote below, which is 
very far from what we currently understand by the 
Universe. Prapancha is more in the sense of a visible 
world that is illusory and in the sense of staging the 
action of multiplicity, therefore it has a certain amount of 
subjectivity, therefore it is not an absolutely objective 
perception of the Universe. It has so much subjective 
that the word can also mean appearance, display, 
phenomenon, trick, illusion, fraud, deception and 
diversity (APTE, 1978: 660 and learnsanskrit.cc). 
Therefore, in an attempt to simplify the 
Universe, Sai Baba summarized it as follows: “There 
are two parts to every substance in the universe: Name 
(Nama) and Form (Rupa)” (BABA, 2002a: 124). Now, 
stating that the Universe is summed up in “Name and 
Form” is an extreme hyper simplification, only ancient 
unequipped speculators could think so. Also, Name 
(Nama) cannot be part of a substance, since it has no 
materiality, Name is a mental faculty. The Hindu 
doctrine that sound (shabda) permeates the entire 
universe was disproved when it was discovered that, for 
sound to exist, there must be an atmosphere, sound 
does not propagate in a vacuum. In other words, sound 
cannot propagate in space, as there is a vacuum in that 
environment. Because there are no molecules in the 
environment, sound waves are not transmitted, and the 
result of an explosion in space would be silence, sound 
is only produced and propagated in an atmospheric 
environment. Sound does not propagate outside the 
atmosphere because sound waves need a propagation 
medium. Mechanical waves (sea waves, voice sound 


Ether/space (SII@TRI - Akasha); Air (4TY - Vayu); Fire (doy - 
Tejas); Water (SITY - Ap) and Earth coferdt - Prthivi) 
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waves, shock waves between objects and noise sound 
waves) need a_ propagation medium, while 
electromagnetic waves (light, X-rays, radio waves and 
micro-waves) do not need a propagation medium, an 
example is the light from the Sun that crosses 150 
million km in the vacuum until it reaches the Earth, since 
the light from the Sun does not travel through a 
mechanical wave, but through an electromagnetic wave. 
Therefore, it is not possible to emit sound on the Moon, 
since there is no atmosphere on this natural satellite. 
Likewise, the Hindu doctrine of primordial sound (OM) 
has never been proven to exist, nor that there is a 
Universal Mind. 

And in continuation: “Remove these two (Name 
and Form) and there will be no more Prapancha or 
Universe. The Ripa (Form) depends on the Name” 
(Idem: 124). Well, the Universe does not cease to exist 
with the removal of Name and Form, the Universe is 
infinitely greater than these two. “The Rupa (Form) 
depends on the Name’ is a subjective perception of the 
Universe, and not cosmological. 


2.5. His Ignorance about Evolution 


Sai Baba praised the Upanishads in his book 
Upanishad Vahini. “They are not products of human 
intelligence. They are God's whispers to man. They are 
parts of the eternal Vedas. The Vedas shine gloriously 
in all their parts. The Upanishads are authentic and 
reliable, as they share the glory of the Vedas” (BABA, 
2002b: 05). However, when perceived from a historical 
and evolutionary perspective, detached from the 
preaching and exaltation of perpetuity of their admirers, 
the Upanishads are well understood and well fitted 
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when circumscribed in their time, that is, Antiquity, and 
in their place. They represent a cultural advance far 
ahead of other contemporary peoples. However, the 
attempt by apologists to update or eternalize the 
primitive speculations of these ancient texts is 
unfounded, due to the obsoleteness of almost all of their 
speculations. The argument that their wisdom deal with 
eternal themes is unfounded, since their speculations 
were developed at a time when we did not even know 
the simplest things and phenomena that surrounded us, 
let alone believe that the speculators of that time knew 
the reality about the most distant and complex things 
and phenomena. If this were the case, the ideas of 
these ancient speculators would still coincide with 
current scientific certainties, | however, these 
coincidences do not occur. The Upanishads do not just 
deal with the relationship between Brahman and Atman, 
as many think, this theme was just the culmination, and 
is more frequent only in the later sections of the 
Upanishads. The subjects speculated were diverse (the 
origin and creation of the universe, the nature of things 
and phenomena, cognition and states of consciousness, 
the nature of the mind, the physiology of the human 
body, vital energy, the soul, reality underlying the world, 
liberation, etc.), undertaken using the limited 
investigative resources of the time, whose results soon 
became obsolete over the years, in the same way as 
occurred with the speculations of other ancient peoples 
(China, Greece and Rome). 

To a large extent, the idea of the relevance of 
Upanishadic themes is due to the way in which some 
key words are translated by apologist translators and 
interpreters today. For example, when the word fen - 
Vidya is now translated as “Science”, the current reader 
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will immediately think that the primitive speculative 
knowledge (Vidya) of the Upanishads corresponds to 
Modern Science, with the entire accumulation of the 
thousands of discoveries that have occurred, as well as 
the methodological improvements after the Upanishadic 
period. The Upanishadic speculator who questions 
whether the origin of the world is in Water (SIU: — 
Apah)*’ is very far from the current sophisticated 
scientist who tries to reproduce the Big Bang 
phenomenon, on an infinitely smaller scale, in a Particle 
Accelerator. The speculations of the Upanishads are so 
primitive that they do not even reach the stage of proto- 
science. So, the most accurate translation for the word 
Vidya, when mentioned in the speculative sense, is 


“primitive knowledge”. The same happens with the 


translation of the word @3M4 - Darshana as “Philosophy”, 
a more accurate translation is “World View’ based on 
speculation. Science and Philosophy have undergone 
many changes in their meanings throughout history, as 
they have developed at different times and in different 
places, and this dynamic has not been uniform in all 
parts of the world, alternating progress, stagnation and 
even setbacks. Ultimately, the updating of the 
speculative themes of the Upanishads, as claimed by 
some apologists and some interpreters, is, therefore, 
the product of an anachronistic delusion (BOTELHO, 
2022: 34-5 and for further study of the relationship 
between religion and human evolution, see: BELLAH, 
2011). 

Also, he stated that “the sage Vyasa classified 
the Upanishads and distributed them among the four 


27 Brhadaranyaka Upanishad, V.05.01. 
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Vedas” (BABA, 2002b: 06). However, this is a 
mythological claim, first because there is no proof that 
Vyasa really existed, secondly, at the time of its 
supposed existence, not all of the Upanishads were 
already composed, since we know that the composition 
of these texts was a long process, which spanned many 
centuries, and was composed by many distinguished 
anonymous authors. See what the most up-to-date 
studies conclude: “It is not possible to attribute 
individual authorship to the Major Upanishads. The 
attribution of individual authorship for a work is a 
relatively recent practice in Indian religious literature. In 
the oldest, the right of authorship belonged more to the 
tradition that transmitted the work than to the author of 
the initial composition, hence the freedom of the 
transmitters to alter the texts, which resulted in a huge 
amount of altered and interpolated ancient texts. In 
other words, the traditions responsible for transmitting 
the text considered themselves as owners of the work, 
as copyright legislation did not yet exist. That is why 
some Upanishads received their name from the tradition 
that transmitted them: Aitareya Upanishad, Taittirtya 
Upanishad, Katha Upanishad, etc. In Vedic times, these 
schools of textual transmission were known as &II@T:- 
Shakhas (Vedic branches, Vedic schools _ of 
transmission)’ (BOTELHO, 2022: 21). 

Furthermore, the Upanishads “are 1180 in 
number” (BABA, 2002b: 05). Literary research does not 
confirm this statement. “The number of existing 
Upanishads could be as large as the arbitrariness of 
assigning the name Upanishad to a text. For, from a 
certain time onwards, a prolific production of texts 
began under the name of Upanishad, with the intention 
of connecting them to the Vedic tradition and, 
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consequently, achieving canonical recognition, taking 
advantage of the prestige and authority that these 
ancient texts had obtained within Hindu orthodoxy. The 
freedom of composing texts with this name was so great 
that even a text with the Islamic title of Allah Upanishad, 
16th century e. c., can be found. Another, even more 
recent, composed by the Christian theologian 
Dhanjibhai Fakirbhai, with the title Khristopanishad 
(Christ-Upanishad), in 1965, in which Jesus is described 
in the Upanishadic style.28 (Cohen, 2018: 05). Professor 
Weber cataloged 235 Upanishads in 1876. It seems that 
the most complete publication is that of J. L. Shastri, in 
1970, containing 188 Upanishads under the name 
Upanishad Sangraha. The Vedantic tradition considers 
the 108 Upanishads listed in the Muktika Upanishad”® to 
be canonical” (BOTELHO, 2022: 22). 


2.6 His Ignorance about Cognition 


In the very first paragraphs of the Vahint 
Upanishad, Sai Baba expressed the following idea 
about sensory perception: “ because he (the 
individual) is entangled in the characteristics of the Five 
Elements, which are: sound, touch, form, taste and 
odour (...) While entangled in the five elements, man is 
attracted, distracted and disappointed by them” (BABA, 


28 On the title page of this book it is mentioned that this 
theologian is also the author of a text called Premopanisahd 
(Upanishad of Love - Prema). There is another book, also 
titled Premopanishad (2002), authored by Maharajapuram 
N. Krishnamani, about the teachings of Sathya Sai Baba 

2 Complete list with classification by genres in Cohen, 2018: 
04-5. 
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2002b: 01). In the past, it was thought that human and 
animal sensory perception was limited to these five 
sensory abilities (exteroceptions), as they are the most 
notable. These are perceptions of stimuli external to the 
body. However, today we know that these are not all 
possible sensory capabilities, as there are sensory 
capabilities that have only been discovered recenily, 
through neurological research. Currently, Cognitive 
Science recognizes three categories of sensory 
perceptions, which are: exteroception, interoception, 
and proprioception. Exteroception is the body's 
perception of the external environment through 
receptors (exteroceptors: ears, eyes, nose, tongue and 
skin), which detects the respective external stimuli that 
perceive sound, shape, odour, taste, and tact. This is 
the only form of sensory and physical perception known 
to ancient speculators. Interoception is the brain's ability 
to sense the body's internal sensations, such as pain, 
hunger, thirst, tiredness and stress. And_ finally 
proprioception, also known as_ proprioceptive or 
kinesthetic perception (proprioception), which is the 
sensory ability to recognize the position and movements 
of each part of the body. This perception allows us to 
maintain balance in any circumstance and also helps to 
avoid injuries when we practice sports, through muscle, 
tendon, joint receptors and the skin. Also, it is sensory 
perception that allows us to avoid falling out of bed 
when we sleep. 

Furthermore, another recent discovery in 
Neurology was the Sense of Spatial Orientation, which 
is the individual's ability to locate and orient themselves 
in relation to objects, people and their own body in a 
given space. It's knowing how to locate what's on the 
right or left; in front or behind; above or below itself, or 
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even, one object in relation to another. In other words, it 
is the individual's ability to identify their location and 
move effectively to a destination through decisions 
made based on spatial information. This sensory 
capacity is widely used in sports, in the practice of 
recognizing where we park the car, in performing 
manoeuvres when we park the car or when walking ina 
dense forest without a compass. 

In animals, sonar perception, also known as 
echolocation, was discovered, which occurs when an 
animal emits a sound wave that bounces off an object, 
producing an echo that provides information about the 
distance and size of that object. More than a thousand 
species that use echolocation have been discovered, 
the best known are bats, which inspired the creation of 
radar. Many are nocturnal, burrowing and marine 
animals, which depend on echolocation to find food in 
an environment with little or no light. Animals have 
several methods of echolocation, from the vibration of 
their throats to the flapping of their wings. 

At a time when Neurosciences did not yet exist, 
consequently the role of the brain in interpreting stimuli 
received by the sense organs was not known. These 
receptors do not carry out the entire process of 
interpreting the external stimuli received, this task is 
carried out, to a large extent, by the brain, hence the 
occurrence of the neurological condition of the brain 
known as Synesthesia, which interprets the stimuli 
received by the system in different ways, so the person 
can see sounds, hear colours or the taste of shapes, 
and so on. In other words, it is the neurological 
confusion that causes the perception of several senses 
simultaneously, it is not considered a disease, as one in 
a thousand people are victims of this neurological 
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confusion. Therefore, due to the lack of knowledge 
about this neurological phenomenon, the ancient Hindu 
speculators created a rigid and compartmentalized 
division of sensory impressions into categories 
(tattwas), in which those relating to the senses are the 
tanmatras: sound, form, odour, taste and touch, and the 
respective receptor organs, gnanendriyas: ears, eyes, 
nose, tongue and skin. 


2.7. His Ignorance about Emanation 


And further on; “Let us consider the Five 
Elements one by one. The living being has the first 
element, the Earth, as its base” (BABA, 2002b:02). In 
these sentences, he is referring to the Earth, not as the 
planet, but rather as the soil, as an element of nature, 
like the others that will be mentioned next (water, fire, 
wind and ether). Well, saying that the earth element is 
the basis of living beings is not a very clear statement, 
nor is it accurate. For example, marine animals do not 
have land as their base, as they live in the water, nor do 
birds, which spend much of their lives flying through the 
air. Then he said: “Water, the second (element) is the 
basis for the Earth. Water is produced from Fire.” Now, 
saying that fire is capable of producing water is childish 
chemical ignorance, since, on the contrary, it is water 
that is capable of putting out fire. If this were the case, 
the water used by fire-fighters to put out fires would 
produce even more fire, instead of putting it out. And 
further, “The third element, Fire, emanates from Wind, 
the fourth (element)’. Now, stating that “fire emanates 
from the wind” is another childish thing suitable for 
being told to a child at night at bedtime. How could fire 
emanate from the wind, given that the wind itself, in 
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many circumstances, puts out the fire? When we want 
to put out a candle's fire, we just blow on it. 
Furthermore: “The Wind or Vayu arises from the Ether, 
or Akasha. Akasha emerges from Primordial Nature...” 
(Idem: 02). In a_sidereal sense, wind is the 
displacement of atmospheric gases on a large scale 
caused by differences in atmospheric pressure, 
therefore wind does not only exist on Earth, the 
atmospheres of other planets also produce winds 
(Venus, Jupiter, Neptune, etc.). In a terrestrial sense, 
when a region of the Earth heats up, the atmospheric 
pressure in that region decreases and the air rises. This 
creates a difference in atmospheric pressure, causing 
the surrounding cooler air to move from the area of 
higher pressure to the area of lower pressure. 
Therefore, the wind is caused by a difference in 
atmospheric pressure moving from the area of higher 
pressure to the area of lower pressure. These 
differences are the result of heterogeneous heating of 
the atmosphere. Therefore, the wind (vayu) is not a 
substance originating from another substance, the Ether 
(akasha), but simply the large-scale displacement of a 
substance, the air, according to atmospheric pressure. 

Also, it is necessary to clarify that the ether (akasha) of 
the Hindus is an imaginary substance, as subsequent 
scientific research revealed that what the Hindus 
attributed to the ether did not exist or were other 
substances and other previously unknown forces 
(molecule, atom, particle subatomic, neutrino, 
electromagnetism, gravity, ultraviolet ray, radiation, 
gamma ray, electricity and, more recently, the theory of 
the existence of dark matter and dark energy). The 
Sanskrit term akasha is commonly translated as ether. 
The latter, in Western physics, until at least the 19th 
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century, was understood as a substance of great 
elasticity and subtlety, which penetrated stellar and 
planetary space, not only filling interplanetary spaces, 
but also the intermediate spaces between particles of 
the planet, air and other matter on Earth, the medium 
through which light waves propagated. However, there 
is a difference, akasha is not, for Hindus, associated 
with light, but rather with sound, the medium through 
which sound propagates. Similar to Western ether, 
akasha also means ethereal space and is sometimes 
replaced by antariksha (atmosphere), the space 
between Earth and Heaven. But, as one of the Five 
Elements (Mahabhitas), it is conceived of as a subtle 
and pervasive substance, filling the gaps between 
particles of matter on Earth. In Aristotelian cosmology, 
the universe was divided into two regions: the sub lunar 
world and the superlunary world. The first region (sub 
lunar) covered the Earth and air up to the Moon and 
was composed of the four elements (air, fire, water and 
earth). In the second region (superlunary), the celestial 
bodies moved naturally in eternal, uniform and circular 
movements, without being subject to terrestrial laws. 
The stars, planets and celestial spheres were 
composed of an entirely different kind of matter, that is, 
the ether, the divine substance or the fifth element 
(quintaessentia). Unlike the matter of the sublunary 
world, the celestial ether was pure and incorruptible 
(BOTELHO, 2020, 07n). 

Currently, Physics and Chemistry know, with 
certainty, that this ether does not exist, it was a 
conjecture created by ancient speculators, in the lack of 
knowledge to explain the cause of many phenomena. 
Furthermore, what we understand today about 
Primordial Nature is very different from what ancient 
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Hindu speculators conjectured. The knowledge of the 
ancient Hindus about the generation of the universe 
was very primary and very reductionist, and Sai Baba 
naively believed in the creation of the universe from 
three elements, Fire, Earth and Wind. “All creation is 
nothing more than the permutation and combination of 
these three (elements)” (BABA, 2002b: 71). Now, the 
wind does not have the power to create other 
substances, the wind's powers of creation are to create 
momentum for the sails of boats, to move mills, to 
produce wind energy, to lift a kite in the air, etc., that is, 
to move already created things. Its strongest creative 
power is to create inconvenience for residents of 
regions hit by storms, cyclones and hurricanes. 

The less literal interpretation of these Five 
Elements understands that these elements symbolically 
represent matter in the solid state (earth), the liquid 
state (water), the gaseous state (air or wind), the 
luminous state (fire) and the ethereal state (akasha). 
Even so, this interpretation does not explain how liquid 
matter (water) arises from luminous matter (fire), nor 
how luminous matter (fire) arises from gaseous matter 
(air or wind) or how gaseous matter (wind) arises from 
matter ethereal (akasha). 


2.8. His Ignorance about Sanskrit Etymology 


In a discourse on May 20, 1990, Sai Baba 
attempted to teach the etymology of the Sanskrit word 
ae deha (body) as follows: "Dahyati iti dehah (the body 
is that which is burned). This is the meaning derived 
from the word deha (body)” finding a pejorative property 
for the body, etymology in grammar books, websites 
and dictionaries consulted, there are only two words 
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that are orthographically close, so this etymology was 
an invention of Sai Baba ¢@ deha (body) derives from 
the verbal root fee dih, which means “to anoint” (APTE). 
, 1978: 512). 

In a passage from Gita Vahint, Sai Baba 
translated the word Sa adheya as: “the entire creation 
based on the five elements” (BABA, 2002a: 23). It is not 
possible to find the word adheya in this sense in 
dictionaries and glossaries. The term ongya adheya 
derives from the verbal root S&T adha, which means “to 


put”, “to deposit”, therefore HIT adheya means “to be 
deposited”, “to be placed”, “to be promised” or “to be 
mortgaged” and other meanings that do not correspond 
to “creation from the five elements”. Furthermore, it is 
extreme and naive reductionism, given today's 
advanced cosmology, to consider that the entire 
creation is based only on the five elements (earth, 
water, fire, wind and ether). These five elements are not 
the cause of creation, nor the basis, therefore creation 
is not based on them, on the contrary, they are effects 
of creation. When we study ancient speculations, one of 
the most common and notable differences with current 
scientific research is that many ideas that ancient 
speculators attributed as causes, over time, were 
discovered to be effects, not causes. 


2.9. Conclusion 


Well, we need to stop here, because if we 
gather together all the absurdities said by Sai Baba, it 
would take a multi-volume encyclopaedia to include the 
entirety. However, the above collection is enough for the 
reader to get the idea of how someone, with so little 


80 


education and with so little intellectual preparation, who 
dared to write and speak so much, was able to attract 
the veneration of so many admirers and devotees, 
including politicians, academics, artists, jurists and even 
scientists. Sai Baba was a very curious phenomenon, 
not to say exceptional, as few gurus achieved what he 
achieved. If we believe the statistics of his followers, at 
the height of his popularity, his mission had 50 million 
followers around the world. However, now, after his 
death, his gigantic Nilayam Prasanti now looks like a 
ghost town, as shown in videos published by Robert 
Priddy. Some buildings are being transformed into other 
activities due to lack of interested parties. The number 
of websites disseminating his message, which were 
thousands in the past, has now been reduced to a few 
(see: PRIDDY, 2015). In the city where | live, there were 
around ten groups of Sai Baba devotees, at the height 
of their popularity, now it is only possible to find the 
website of just one group on the web. 

Norris W. Palmer's observation, from his 
experience living with followers of Sai Baba in 
Stockholm, that: “Although their world is enchanted, 
their followers cannot simply be dismissed as naive 
people; They come from all walks of life and are often 
intelligent, well-placed, and wonderfully graceful people, 
dedicated to improving themselves and the world 
around them” (PALMER, 2005: 119). This is a personal 
opinion, therefore relative from one observer to another, 
since others who lived with Sai Baba's followers drew 
different opinions about their experiences. That some of 
his followers are intelligent people and well-positioned 
socially and financially is a fact, however, their 
intelligence only works fully in extra-religious matters, 
that is, in worldly occupations, while, when faced with 
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religious matters, they are naive and credulous, due to 
wonder and fascination. In other words, they are 
intelligent in worldly matters, but naive in religious 
matters. 

The commendable side of Sai Baba's work was 
his philanthropic endeavour, with the benefit of the 
millionaire donations he received for the founding of 
schools and hospitals. Its schools and hospital are 
references in India. He continually preached the need to 
serve others, especially those most in need. He built a 
piped water reservoir for thousands of inhabitants of 
very poor villages. He did so much that some of his 
admirers say that “he did everything that the 
government of India did not do”. This is the admirable 
legacy of Sathya Sai Baba. However, from a more 
general perspective, it was a huge example of how 
fraud is capable of transforming itself into benefits for 
the population. 

So, with the above, the question remains in the 
reader's mind: would it be that, after so many centuries 
of progress in knowledge, would humanity deserve the 
arrival of an incarnated god with a level of intelligence 
below the global average? Strictly speaking, God should 
come, nowadays, with an intellectual capacity above the 
stage reached by human intelligence, otherwise he 
would not be god. If Sai Baba really was a god, he 
should have come with a degree of knowledge above 
current knowledge, because a god who appears here, 
with a degree of intelligence below the world average, 
would have more to learn than to teach. Like most 
religious people, he was also a man physically in the 
20th and 21st centuries, but intellectually in Antiquity 
and the Middle Ages. Due to the precariousness of his 
educational training, his attachment to religious 
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traditions and his disregard for the cultural evolution of 
humanity, he was unable to perceive the obsolescence 
of the ideas and practices he taught. 

When someone starts to think, with conviction, 
that reality is what they believe, rationality takes a 
backseat, serving only to support beliefs. Once this 
stage of credulity is reached, all events are interpreted 
first through the eyes of belief, before any intellection, 
so that intelligence becomes only a supporting agent, 
just to justify the belief. In other words, the eyes of 
credulity function as a mental filter, that is, belief passes 
and rationality remains. Therefore, it is at this time that 
the believer starts to live in an enchanted world, where 
enchantment is the protagonist, so scientificity is 
overcome by irrationality. Therefore, it is also at this 
stage that the fascinated devotee becomes incapable of 
perceiving the greatest absurdities happening before his 
eyes, due to rational rejection. Some of these devotees 
need many jolts to awaken from the absurdity in which 
they are involved, depending on the intensity, many are 
not awakened by these jolts and end their lives as 
devotees or leaders. Others go so far as to believe that: 
“Even if he is doing something that seems immoral or 
bad, he (Sai Baba) is doing it for a purpose and 
therefore cannot be questioned. The error and 
inadequacy is to lower God to the human level, so we 
must accept Sai Baba as God or not accept him” 
(MARQUEZ, 2000: 47). Furthermore, it is not only the 
credulous motive that holds devotees back, there are 
also political, financial, professional, employment and 
dependency motives, that is, those who derive 
advantage from membership or need it, so that, to do 
so, some even pretend to be devotees. 
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Anyway, in conclusion, Sathya Sai Baba was, 
with great chances of success, one of the clearest 
examples in history of how credulity is capable of 
overshadowing intelligence. 
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Videos 


To learn how Sai Baba's fraudulent miracles were 
nothing more than the banal tricks of novice magicians, 
see: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMgUSBPwt34 

For one of the videos that best reveals the frauds in 
materializations, see 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8PpfsQRpgk&ab_c 
hannel=NoEalamInSLSriLanka 

To watch the full documentary The Secret Swami 
Sathya Sai Baba, produced by the BBC channel, 
released in 2004, see: 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3Dpovk8KRA&list 
=PLi_GwJKsdKzdwZcYzgZkKllZdgBebImqYj&ab_chann 
el=guanchang00 

Report from the Indian channel NDTV about the 
discovery of the treasure in Sai Baba's quarters: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQJW Eall- 
Es&ab_channel=NDTV 


